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As you may be aware, on Friday, November 4, 2005, Governor Romney signed Nicole’s Law,

. Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2005, requiring carbon monoxide detectors in any residence that (1)
contains fossil-fuel burning equipment (FFBE); or (2) incorporates enclosed parking within ils
structure. The law is named for 7-year-old Nicole Garofalo who died in January 2005 when a
heating vent in her house was blocked by snow driffs, allowing carbon monoxide to accumulate
in the home. The Jaw required the Board of Fire Prevention Regulations (BFPR) to promulgate
regulations to implement the law. Those regulations went into effect on February 10, 2006, and
were amended March 20, 2006. Most residential properties had until March 31, 2006, to comply
with the law but Public housing has until midnight of December 31, 2006, to be in full
compliance with the law.

DHCD has monitored the drafting of the regulations by the BFPR so that we would be in a
position to offer assistance to LHASs in complying with the requirements of the law in a timely
fashion. We have developed a program to directly provide you with Alarm units together with a
funding allowance for installation and to offer technical assistance with respect to where and how
to install the alarms. The program will be administered by the Worcester and Somerville
Housing Authorities. We estimate that compliance with the law will require approximately
50,000 alarm units and cost approximately $1 million. We have developed this program so that
all LHAS can.be in compliance with the law by the start of the heating season (Sept. 15, 2006).

In this package of materials you will find the following:
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3)

4)

5)

6)

- Monoxide and the threat it represents to your tenants. Pages 20 and 21

DECD Carbon Monoxide Alarm Compliance Program for State-Supported Public IHousing
A detailed description of the program including contact numbers and e-mail addresses of !
individuals in the various organizations who will serve as points of contact. Begins on page 3. . i

Carbon Monoxide Alarm Program Instructions and Application Forms

Application forms for ordering the necessary number of Alarms based on your inventory of your
portfolio, for certifying that they have been installed and for invoicing for their installation.
Also, a separate order application form for obtaining specialized detection and notification
equipment for each tenant requiring a reasonable accommodation. Begins on page 8.

The Statute: Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2005
Begins on page 13.

The Regulations: 527 CMR 31,00

A copy of the current, emergency regulations promulgated by the BFPR. Note that these
regulations have not completed the formal adoption process required of such regulations and may
yet be modified as part of the formal public hearing and adoption process. DHCD will continue
to monitor and participate in the adoption process, will notify LHAs of the availability of the
final regulations and provide commentary if there have been substantive changes from this
version of the regulations. Begins on page 15

Carbon Monoxide Fire Safety Flyer
A copy of a pamphlet published by the Fire Marshal’s office answering questions about Carbon

Carben Monoxide Consumers Guide

A copy of a pamphlet provided by the Fire Marshal’s office giving its interpretation of the
requirerents of the regulations. This might be a useful document to refer to in determining
where Alarms ave required and to have available during an inspection by a local Fire Department.
Pages 22 and 23.

If you have any questions about carbon monoxide, the alarms or the regulations, we urge you to
g0 to the Department of Fire Services web site:

www.mass,eov/dfs/osfm/pubed/firesafetytopics/carbon monoxide safety.htm

You may also contact Joe DiMare (see contact information below) or your DHCD Construction
Advisor for help in determining where to locate alarm units or Bob Carreiro, Aaron Beineke or
your Housing Management Specialist for help filling out the forms.

i
1
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DHECD Carbon Monoxide Alarm Compliance Program for
State-Supported Public Housing

GOAL:

For the Local Housing Authorities (LHA) with state-supported public housing units that ask for
assistance under this program: to achieve substantial compliance with the requirements of
Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2005 by 12-31-2006.

STATUTE:

Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2005 (Nicole’s Law)

REGULATIONS:
597 CMR 31.00 Carbon Monoxide Alarms
SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS:

The Regulation requires that LITAs that own or operate residential buildings or structures that
have fuel-burning equipment in them, equip them with working and Listed Carbor Monoxide
Alarm Protection (CO Alarms) on each habitable floor and within 10 feet of every bedroom door,
Listed CO Alarms include battery operaied, plug-in, hard wired, wireless and combination types.
* The deadline for compliance for LHAs is midnight of 12/31/06. (Reference 527 CMR 31.00 for
the exact requirements)

SUMMARY OF PROGRAM:

DHCD has determined that compliance with the law can best be accomplished by installing
stand-alone battery operated Alarms and will supply every LHA that files a request through this
program with a qualifying CO Alarm for each location where one is required in it’s state
supported public housing developments. DHCD wilf also provide each LHA with an installation
allowance for each of these CO Alarms. The CO Alarms will be provided through a statewide
bulk purchase program. The installation allowance for retained reyenue (‘surplus’) Autherities
will be provided by a budget exemption, and for those authorities that receive an operating
subsidy, a cash payment will be made, in both cases only upon a certification by the authority that
all Alarms have been properly installed and are working.

There is a provision in the regulation for installing hard-wired, monitored CO Alarms in and
around every centralized Fossil Fuel Burning Equipment (CFFBE) in lieu of installing CO
Alarms in every wnit. DIICD believes that this option offers no more protection to tenants than
the individual CO Alarms located in each apartment and that, in almost every case, it is more
expensive and problematic. Hence, this program is to provide CO Alarms in every apariment. If

~an LHA believes, however, that this option is less expensive than individual CO AlATMS I A op s b 0

pariicular sifuation, the Executive Plireator should contact Toseph DiMaré (see helow) to amvang
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for a preliminary evalnation of the conditions at the particular developmeni. In no case, however,
will DHCD reimburse an LHA more than the program cost of Alarms in each apartment.

PROGRAM DETAILS:

1) Bulk Purchase: DHCD has researched the price and availability of battery-operated CO
Alarms purchased through the COMPASS system. NorthEast Electrical Supply had the lowest
quote for such CO Alarms, including batteries and delivery, when purchased in bulk for the
majority of LI{As. DHCD will make approved quantities of these units available to all LHAs
who apply for such assistance. DHCD will also arrange for payment for such CO Alarms
through lead LHAs in each region. This process should be argely transparent to individual
LHAs. : —

NorthFast Electrical, the vendor for the Alarms, and Kidde, the manufacturer, have agreed to
give individual LHAs this same price for Alarm units to be used in Federal (HUD)
developments. You will need to make your own, separate ordering and payment arrangements
directly with NorthEast for such Alarm units, however. Mr. Garber (see below) will be glad to

help.

2) [nstallation Allowance: LHAs will be given an allowance to cover the cost of
‘nstallation of CO Alarms at the rate of $5.00 per Alarm location - either as a payment to deficit
anthorities or a budget exemption to retained revenue authorities. :

3 Location of CO Alarms: Accompanying this letter is a copy of the regulation plus some
instructions and diagrams produced by the Fire Marshal’s Office to help you figure out where
you will need to install CO Alarms in order to comply with the law. You should also consult
with your local Fire Department, You or & member of your staff should survey your portfolio
immediately to determine where you will need to Jocate CO Alarms and thus how many CO
Alarms you will need, DHCD will provide technical assistance to the extent that it can, but each
LHA will be expected to have surveycd 100% of its portfolio so that technical assistance can he
complete and narrowly focused. Prior to actual installation, you and your staff should carefully
review the manufacturer’s instructions for installation as well.

4) Procedures: DHCD will be responsible for funding the program, the approval of
purchase orders, and technical assistance to each LHA. The Somerville and Worcester Housing
Authorities will serve as lead administrative agencies for this program. They will process
payments to the state-wide vendor and will pay installation allowances to deficit LHAs.

In order to apply for assistance under this program, fill out the included application/order form,
sign it and send it to Aaron Beineke at DHCD. Once the number of CO Alarms needed by your
LHA to comply with the law has been approved, a copy of the approved form will be returned to
you, a copy will be sent to NorthEast and a copy sent to your lead LHA. You will now be ready
to call NorthEast (Howard Garber, see below) and make delivery arrangements. If on site storage
is a problem, NorthEast Eleclrical has agreed to make a fimited number of partial shipments as
long as each partial delivery (except for the last one) consists of a multiple of 10 Alarms. Your
signature on the delivery receipt is DHCD's assurance that you received that number of Alarms,

_That is the number. that NorthEast will be paid for arid that you can obtain installation allowances, . . .

for. Re aware that evailability may be a shost-term probler and that vou may not getihe alarm

Paye 4 0 23 pages




wnits the day after you order them, We are doing our best to work with the manufacturer and
avoid this delay, however. '

Once the alarms have been delivered, submit the vendor's invoice, a signed packing slip, and a

copy of the approved CO Alarm application form, stapled together in that order, to the lead LHA.

Once you have installed the Alarms, subrnif a bill to the lead LHA (if you are a deficit Authority)
or DHCD (if you are a retained revenue Authority) certifying the address, number of CO Alarms
in each apartment, the date(s) on which the Alarms were installed and that they were in good

- working order in each apartment. You will be issued an allowance or budget exemption as
appropriate for each CO Alarm installed and certified. -

If a tenant with a disability requires a reasonable accommaodation such as a strobe Alarm, see
below. Instructions for defermining a design, obtaining a Purchase Order for equipment from
NorthFast and a special allowance for installation are given. The LHA can then proceed as
above to obtain the equipment, do the installation and receive reimbursement for the installation

COSst,

5) Reasonable Accommaodations: DHCD will provide alternative notification equipment
(strobes) and reimbursement for its installation where the need for such a reasonable
accommodation has been determined in accordance with established DHCD and LHA operating
~ protocols and the design of the reasonable accommodation has been approved by DHCD.
Generally, these Alarms consist of two parts —a sensor/actuator and a sirobe light — and are
powered by 110 volt AC current. Roth will need to be installed into the building electrical
system by a licensed electrician. A scparate Application for a Reasonable Accommodation
should be filled out for each reasonable accommodation address. For application forms, please

see below for the section titled:
© Carbon Monoxide Alarm Program Instructions and Apgplication Forms
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) Prosram Coniacts:

if you need help, there are lots of people ready to help you depending on what type of help you
need -- see table below. For most questions, we would suggest that you use e-mail rather than
the telephone. That makes it a little easier on your Lead Authority, provides you with a record of
the response and gives us the opportunity to create a file of FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)
to share questions and answers among all of the LHAs participating in the program:

Purpose Name Title Phone/FAX E-Mail
Program Robert DHCD Housing | 617-573-1229 | Robert.Carreiro@state.ma.us
Eligibility, Carreiro Management \D
(General Specialist 617-573-1340
Questions (F) .
Regulatory Adron DHCD Project | 617-573-1175 | Aaron Beineke(@state.ma.us
Requirements, | Beineke Manager (v} o
General 617-573-1335
Questions (1)
Technical Joseph Supervising 617-513-1157 | Joseph.DiMare@state.ma.us
Questions, DiMare Engineer (v} '
Special 617-573-1335
Circumstances (F)
Processing and | Ted Distaso | Worcester 508-635-3113 | distasot@worcester-
Payments Housing (V) _ housing.com
Authority 508-635-3187
Program F
Manager
Bob Covelle | Somerville 617-625-1152 | bobe(@sha-web.org
Housing (V)
Authorizy 617-628-7057
Program ()
Manager :
Alarm Orders | Howard NorthEast 781-401-8511
or Deliveries Garber Electrical
Supply
Manager
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PUBLIC HOUSING NOTICE: 2006-6 DHCD CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM COMPLIANCE
PROGRAM FOR STATE-AIDED PUBLIC HOUSING

€0 Alarm cost includes defivery & baiteries,
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Carbon Menoxide Alarm FProgram Instructions and Application
Forms '

If you wish to take advantage of the DHCD Carbon Monoxide Alarm Compliance Program
for State-Supported Public Housing you must complete a count of anticipated Carbon
Monoxide (CO) Alarms needed for your state funded developments with buildings that contain
fossil fuel burning equipment (FFBE) as soon as possible. Ifyou are uncertain of how to
calculate this number, please refer to the enclosed material. Below are three standard forms for
your use in recording the number of alanms needed and submitting requests for alarms and for |
‘nstallation allowances. The first, entitled Standard CO Alaym Devices (page 10) is for
requesting basic battery-operated stand alone alarms a3 required by the regulations and for
certifying the installation of those alarms. The second, entitled Reasonahle Accommodation
CO Sensors and Relays (page 11) is for those special cases where a tenant is eligible for such a
device. The third, entitled EINVOICE for Installation of required Carbop Monoxide Alarms
(page 12} is for use to invoice your lead Housing Authority (if you are a deficit authority and
receive a subsidy) or DHCD (if you are a retained revenue authority) for your installation
allowance or budget exemption. Your lead Housing Authority is either the Somerville or
Worcester Housing Authority, depending on what county you are 1.

If you are in Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk or Suffolk counties, your lead Housing Authority is the
Somerville Housing Authority (SHA).

If you are in Barnstable, Berkshire, Bristol, Dulces, Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire,
Nantucket, Plvmouth or Worcester counties, your lead Housing Authority is the Worcester
Housing Authority (WHA).

Please fill in the required quantities and submit the count(s) to DHCD for approval:
Aaron Beineke
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300
Boston, MA 02114
or by FAX to (617) 573-1335
or as a PDF file e-mailed to Aaron.Beineke@state.ma.us

Upon approval of the number by DHCD, authorization for the number of CO detection alarms
will be sent to you, with a copy forwarded fo the lead Housing Authority in your region (the
Somerville Housing Authority or the Worcester Housing Authority) and to NorthEast Electrical
Supply, the pre-approved vendor for the procurement. Upon approval of your requested number
of CO detection alarms, you should contact NorthEast Electrical Supply to arrange fora
convenient delivery schedule. The NorthEast contact is Howard Garber and his phone is (781)
401-8511.

When the CO alarms have been delivered, promptly subinit the vendor’s invoice, the signed
packing slip, and a copy of the approved purchase application form, all stapled together in that
order, to the lead Housing Authority so that NorthEast can be paid promptly.

" Afler vou have installed all of the devices, submit s bill 1o the Jead Housing Authority.indicating

on aeopy-of the approved form e dates oLins tallatin;  Youmustsige the form towcertify that
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as of the date the last device was installed, all of the devices for which an atlowance 18 being
requesied were properly installed. If you are 2 “retained reveaue’ authority (do not receive a
subsidy), submit this certification to DHCD for a budget exemption.

Tn the interests of efficiency, please do not submit requests for payments for fewer than 100 units
or the total number of units in your state-suppotted portfolio, whichever is less,

Payments to the vendor and participating housing authorities will be made promptly after funds
are made available to the lead Housing Authorities by DHCD.

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Covelle (hobc@@sha-web.org or 617-625-1152) al
the Somerville Housing Authority or Ted Distaso (distasot@worcester-housing.com or 508-635-
3115) at the Worcester Housing Authority for questions related to payments or Aaron Beineke
(aaron.beineke@state.ma.us or 617-573-1175) or Robert Carreiro (Robert.Carreiro(@state.ma.us
or 617-573-1229 ) at DHCD for questions related to the program.
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S wmkma o1de:

aﬁdard O Alarm Deviees
APPLICATION/PURCHASE ORDER/CERTIFICATION

State Funded Developments: Number of Alarms .
Development Name/ Date
Program numpber Street Address Requested | Received | Installed
L
Housing Authority apploved for
stand alone battery-operated CO Alarms,
, DHCD, (date)
I, , certify that as of : (date) all of the
above-listed Carbon Monomae Alalm dewces have been p10pe11y 1nstaﬂed and are in good
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Reasonable Accommuodation CO Sensors and Relays
APPLICATION/PURC&ASE ORDERJCERTIFICATION

]
State Funded Developments: Nuimber of Alarms :
Development Name/ Date
Program number Street Address | Requested | Received | Installed

. Housing Authority approved for
Reasonable Accommodation CO Sensors and Relays.
, DHCD, (date)

L , certify that as of (date) all of the

above—hsted Carbon Monoxide Alalm devices have been properly mstalled and are in good
working order.
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installation of required Carbon Monoxids Alarms :
' INVOICE

Date:

Total number of stand-alone, battery-powered alarms approved for this Housing Authority:

Multiplied by consideration due for each complete installation: * $5.00
TOTAL Amount to be billed for installation: | $
Less amonnt previously invoiced: - | -$
Amount this invoice ($5.00 * number installed this period): -5
Balance remaining: $

A copy of the approved

Standard CO Alarm Devices APPLICATION/PURCHASE ORDER/CERTIFICATION

with the addresses and dates of installation of the alarms being invoiced and your signature should be
attached to this invoice.

If you are a retained revenue authority, send to the

Department of Housing and Community Development
100 Cambridge Street, suite 300
Boston, MA 02114

ATTN: Aaron Beineke

If you are a deficit authori in one of the following counties: Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk or Suffolk,
send to the

-Somerville Housing Authority
30 Memorial Road
Somerville, MA 02145

Attn: Bob Covelle

If you are a deficit authority in one of the following counties: Barnstable, Berkshire, Bristol, Dules,
Franklin, Hampden, Hampshire, Nantucket, Plymouth or Worcesfer, send to the

Worcester Housing Authority l
40 Belmont Street
Worcester, MA 02145

Artiz: Alarm Comphance ¥
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The Btatute: Chapter 123 of the Acts of 2005

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE INSTALLATION OF CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARMS AND SMOKE DETECTORS IN RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
the cuthority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 10A of chapter 148 of the General Laws, as
appearing in the 2004 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the Jast sentence and
inserting in place thereof the following 4 sentences:- The head of the fire department or the
marshal may revoke any such permit for cause. A fee of $25 may be charged by the head of the
fire department for any permit granted under this section, unless otherwise set in a town by the
board of select men or town council, or in a city by the mayor, but such fee shall not exceed $50
except as provided in this paragraph. If a smoke detector inspection, conducted pursuant to
section 26F, and a carbon monoxide alarm inspection, conducted pursuant to section 26F 1/2, are
conducted simultaneously, the owner shall not be subject to an additional fee for the carbon
monoxide alarm inspection. The fee for either a carbon monoxide alarm inspection or a smoke
detector inspection, conducted separately, shall not exceed: $50 for a single-family dwelling or a
single dwelling unit; $100 fora 2-family dwelling; $150 for any building or strcture with 6 or
fewer residential units; and $500 for any building or structure with more than 6 units.

SECTION 2.Section 26E of said chapter 148, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
out, in line 1, the words "In any city or town which accepts this subsection,” and inserting it
place thereof the following word:- AlL

SECTION 3.8cction 27A of said chapter 148, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting
after the word "protection”, in line 4, the following words:- or carbon monoxide detection and
alarm.

SECTION 4.Said chapter 148 is bereby further amended by inserting after section 26F the
following section:-

Section 26F 1/2. (a) Every dwelling, building or structure, including those owned or operated by
the commonwealth, occupied in whole or in part for residential purposes, that: (1) contains fossil-
fuel burning equipment including, but not limited to, a furnace, boilér, water heater; fireplace or
any other apparatus, appliance or device that burns fossil fuel; or (2) incorporates enclosed
parking within its structure shall be equipped by the owner with working, approved carbon
monoxide alarms in conformance with the requirements of the board of fire prevention
regulations; provided, however, that such requirernents shall include, but not be limited to,a
requirement that a landlord or superintendent shall install either approved monitored battery- ‘ i
powered alarms or approved electrical wiring alarms as defined by the board, as are required to i
make the alarms operational at the beginning of any rental period by lease or otherwise and shall.
maintain and, if necessary, replace batteries or such hattery-operated or electric hardwired carbon
monoxide alarms annually thereafter to insure their continued operability.

(b) The board of fire prevention regulations shall promulgate such regulations as may be
necessary to effectuale this section including; but not limited to, the type, installation, location,-

. malienance and inspectional requirements of carbon monoxide alarms. :
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{¢) Bvery dwelling, butiding or sirucnas, ousumed 1 whols o1 a0 part 1or residential pumposss,
shall, upon sale or transfer of such dwelling, building or structure, be inspected by the head of the
fire department for compliance with the requirements of this section.

(d) The state building code may impose stricter carbon monoxide alarm requirements for new
consiruction or dwellings, buildings, or structures substantially renovated so as to constitute the
equivalent of new construction. Every such dwelling building or structure, occupied in whole or
in part for residential purposes, shall, upon sale or transfer of such dwelling, building or .
structure, be inspected by the head of the fire department for compliance with the carbon
monoxide alarm requirements of the state building code in effect on the date of the issuance of
the relevant building permit.

(e) The head of the fire department shall enforce this section.

(f) The depaﬂmcnt_ of public health shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may be
necessary to effectuate subsection (a) into the state sanitary code as established under section
127A of chapter 111. '

SECTION 5.Subsection () of section 26F 1/2 of chapter 148 of the General Laws, shall take
effect on March 31, 2006, except as to any dwelling, building or structure for which the
installation of hardwired carbon monoxide alarms is required or owned or operated by the:
commonwealth or any local housing authority. Said subsection (&) of said section 26F.1/2 of said
chapter 148 shall apply to such dwellings, buildings and structures on and after January 1, 2007.

Approved November 4, 2005.
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The Regulations: 527 CMR 31.00

597 CMR 31.00; Carbon Monoxide Alarms (as amended by the Board on 3-20-06)

Section

31.01:
31.02:
31.03:
31.04:
31.05
31.06
31.07

Purpose and Scope

Definitions

General Installation Provisions

Specific Installation Requirements

Inspection and Maintenance Requirements

[Landlord Installation, Inspection and Maintenance Duties

Carbon Monoxide Alarms Installed in Dwelling Units Inhabited by a Person
Who is Hearing Impaived

31.01:  Scope and P}gpose.

31.02:_

The purpose of 527 CMR 31 is to provide minimum requirements for the type,
installation, location, maintenance, and inspection of carbon monoxide alarms in every
dwelling, building or structure in accordance with the provisions of MGI. 148 Section
96F 1. These regulations shall apply to every dwelling, building or structure including
those owned and operated by the Commonwealth, occupied in whole or in part for
residential purposes, that:

(a) contains fossil-fuel burning equipment or

(b) incorporates enclosed parking within its structure.

Definitions

~ Asused in 527 CMR 31.00, the following definitions shall have the meanings

respectively assigned to them: _

Adjacent Spaces: shall mean any arca, space, room or dwelling unit located directly next
to, below or above any area space, room or dwelling unit that contains fossil fuel burning
equipment or enclosed parking.

Centralized Fossil Fuel Burning Equipment: shall mean a central heating plant, hot water
heater, a combustion driven generator of fire pump, central laundry equipment, roof
mounted air handling unit or similar equipment that emits carbon monoxide-as a by-

* product of combustion and does not allow for air exchange between Centralized Fossil

“ (d) low voltage or wireless systems in compliance With NFPA 720,524 . or it s
(o) a Combination Appliauce. | '

Fuel Burning Equipment and Dwelling Units or common areas.

Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection: shall mean carbon monoxide alarm protection that

may consist of either: _

(a) battery powered in compliance with NFPA 720, 5.2.3 and wireless appliances, or

(b) ac (alternating current) plug-in with battery back up in accordance with NEPA 720,
5.2.2.6,0r :

(c) an ac primary POWET SOULCE with battery back up in compliance with NFPA 720, .
5.2.2,or ‘ o - o : e '
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Such equipment shall operaie as 2 Single Station Alarm Device or Singla

Station Carbon Monoxide Alarm. . _

Combination Appliance: shall mean a combination photoeleciric smoke detector and
carbon monoxide alarm which may be battery or ac (alternating current) powered with
battery back up. A combination ionization detector and carbon monoxide alarm which
may be battery or ac (alternating current) powered, with battery back up, may be utilized
i£it is installed not less than 20 ft. from any bathroom or kitchen entryway. Such
Combination Appliances shall employ both simulated voice and tone alarm features
which clearly distinguishes between carbon imonoxide and smoke notification, in
accordance with NFPA 720, 5.3.4. ‘

Dwelling Unit: A single unit providing facilities for living and sleeping.

Enclosed Parking: An area or room enclosed within the overall building or structure that
is designed or used for the parking of vehicles.

Fossil Fuel Burning Equipment: Any device, apparatus or appliance which is designed or
used to consume fuel of any kind which emits carbon monoxide as a by-product of
combustion. A
Liabitable: shall mean that portion of a cellar, basement or attic that is designed, used and
furnished for living purposes. .

Listed: A device listed by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory meeting the
requirements of 527 CMR 49.03 Appendix C and the standards in either IAS/CSA 6.19
or UL 2034 -Single and Muttiple Station Carbon Monoxide Alarms, June 2002 Edition
or UL 2075 —Gas and Vapor Detector Sensor, November 2004 Edition, as applicable for

. the installation.

31.03:

NEPA 720: shall mean National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 720 entitled
«Standard for the Installation of Carbon (CO) warning Equipment in Dwelling Units”,
2005 Edition. ‘

Residential Structures: shall include any dwelling, building or structwre classified as use
group R-2 through R-5, as defined in 780 CMR. and those unclassified occupancies that
have the same characteristics as R-2 through R-

5 Where there is a dispute regarding Use Group classification of a building, a
determination shall be made by the municipal or state building inspector,

Single Station Alarm Device: An assembly that incorporates the detector, the control
equipment, and the alarm sounding device in one unit operated from a power source
either located in the unit or obtained at the point of installation.

Single Station Carbon Monoxide Alarm: A detector comprising an assembly that
incorporates a sensot, control components, and an alarm notification appliance in one unit
operated from a power source cither located in the unit or obtained at the point of
installation. '

State Building Code: 780 CMR, Massachusétts State Building Code.

General Installation Provisions

2. Buildings or structures owned or operated by the Commonwealth or any 10&:;_1_1__ o

1. Aty carbon monoxide alarm using an ac (alternating current) primary power
source and any other wired carbon monoxide alarm protection equipment shall be
installed and maintained in accordance with the Massachusetts Electrical Code,
597 CMR 12 and in accordance with M.G.L. ¢. 143, 5.3L and MGL 141, s. 1A, if
applicable..

housing authority mpt o,

o Jamuiary 1 2007

the :_'equ{;‘ FOnE :01’527 CHMR-31.04 uatil
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3. Buildings or siruciures consmucied, rengvated or undergo a change in use 2ol
which building permits have been issued on or after March 31, 2006, shall comply _
with any stricter carbon monoxide alarm requirements of The State Building
Code, if applicable.
4, The instatlation of carbon monoxide detectors in accordance with 527 CMR 30,
£

relating to certain Unvented Propane or Natural Gas-Fired Space Heaters, if
applicable, shall satisfy the requirements of 527 CMR 31.00 for that level on
which such heater is located, provided the installation complies with 527 CMR
31.04(1) (a)and(b). .

5. The installation of carbon monoxide detectors in accordance with 248 CMR, The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Fuel Gas and Plumbing Code, if applicable,
shall satisfy the requirements of 527 CMR 31.00 for that level on which the direct
vented gas appliance is located, provided the installation complies with 527 CMR
31.04(1) (a)and(b).

31.04 Specific Installation Provisions : _

1. Residential Structures: Effective March 31, 2006 every Residential Structure that
presently or in the future contains Fossil Fuel Burning Equipment or has enclosed
parking shall be equipped, by the owner, landlord or superintendent, with working and
Iisted Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection.

(a) Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection shall be located in each level of each
Dwelling Unit including Habitable portions of basements, cellars and
attics, but not including crawl spaces. The instailation of said unit shall be 7
Jocated in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. . L

(b} When mounting Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection on a level of a ‘;'
Dwelling Unit with a sleeping area, the alarm shall be installed in the
immediate vicinity of the sleeping area, not to exceed 10 ft. as measured in
any direction from any bedroom door. :

{c) Alternative Compliance Option: Such Residential Structures, as an
alternative to providing Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection within each
level of each Dwelling Unit, may provide protection in the following areas
of the structure, if applicable.

1. Areas or rooms containing Centralized Fossil Fuel Burning Equipment and all
Adjacent Spaces: All areas or rooms containing Centralized Fossil Fuel Burning
Equipment and adjacent spaces shall employ Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection
meeting UL 2034 or UL 2075, as applicable, using either an ac (alternating L
current) primary power source with battery back up that meets the requirements of
NFPA 720, 5.2.2. or a fow voltage or wireless system. Such installation shall be in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, Such protection shall be
monitored in accordance with NFPA 720, 5.3.9. Such method of monitoring is to
be determined at the discretion of the building owner. In accordance with NFPA
720, 5.3.9.3 (1) the retransmission of the signal shall be at the discretion of the
head of the fire department.

2. Adiacent Spaces of Enclosed Parking: All Adjacent Spaces of Enclosed Parking

shall employ Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection meeting UL 2034 or UL 2075,

as applicable, using either.an ac (altemating current) primary.power source with

battery back up that meets the reguirements of NFPA, 720.5.2.2.0or oltageor
owireless sysrem: Such protection Shallbe monitored ira
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720, 5.3.9. Such method of monitering is o be determined at the discretion of the
building owner. In accordance with NFPA 720, 5.3.9.3 (1) the retransmission of
the signal shall be at the discretion of the head of the fire department.

3. Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection shall also be installed in any Dwelling Unit
that contains Fossit Fuel Burning Equipment in accordance with 527 CMR
31.04(1)(a) and (b).

(d) Alternative compliance deddline for certain installations
Any owner who intends to meet the requirements of 527 CMR 31.04 by installing
either: (1) ac (alternating current) primary power source with battery back up ot
wired, low voltage, carbon monoxide alarm protection or (2) the Alternative -
Compliance Option of 527 CMR 31.04 (1)(c), shall not be required to complete
such installation until 1-1-07 if said owner provides written notification of such
intent to the head of the fire department by 5-15-06. The submission of such
notification shall be deemed to be the consent by the owner to the future
inspection of the subject building by the head of the fire department to determine
compliance. lnstallation of carbon monoxide alarm protection pursuant to 527
CMR 31.04(1)(d) may be allowed not withstanding the late filing of the written
notification, only upon the approval of the head of the fire department who may
require temporary carbon monoxide alarm protection pending the completion of
installation. '

2. Other Transient Residential and Institutional Structures Required to have Hard-Wired
Carbon Monoxide Alarm Protection by January 1, 2007.
(a) Reserved

11.05: Inspection and Maintenance Requirements

l. The Lead of the fire department or designee shall enforee the provisions of 5277 .
CMR 31.00, including the inspection for conformance with the carbon monoxide '
alarm requirements, upon sale or transfer of such dwelling, building or structure !
used in whole or in part for residential purposes.

31.06 Landlord Installation, Inspection and Maintenance Duties

1. Every owner, superintendent, or landlord shall, at a minimum, maintatn, test,
repair; ot replace, if necessary, every carbon monoxide alarm upon renewal of any
fease term for any dwelling unit or on an annual basis, whichever is more
frequent. All common areas shall be inspected annually. All carbon monoxide
alarm batteries shall be replaced, on an annual basis by the owner, landlord or
superintendent.

Exception: Low voltage system batteries shall be maintained in accordance
with applicable sections of NFPA 720.

i
A
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31.07 Carbon Monoxide Alarms Installed fn Dwealling Units Inhanited by a Persons Who ate
Hearing Impaired

Every owner, superintendent, or landlord having control of any dwelling unit inhabited by
a person who is hearing impaired, shall comply with any carbon monoxide provisions, if
applicable, established by the Architectural Access Board pursuant to 521 CMR.

REGULATORY AUTHORITY

MGL c. 148, §§ 26F1n, 28
EFF. 3-22-06
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« Poigsonous

L]

Odotless -

L

Coloriess

»

Tasteless

Monoxide

Carbon

Winter Storm Warning!

Winter snows can croate drifts that block exhaust vents, forcing Car-
bon Monoxide gas (CO) fo back-up into your home. High efficiency
appliances and those with power-vent biowers by definifion waste
fess hieat, so the exhaust air temperature is very low, Often it is too
Jow fo melt smow in a plugged exhaust pipe ar vent. Keep sidewall
and direct vents clear of obstructions, drifting snow and bushes to
provide proper ventilation.

Hundreds of people accidentally die each year from GO poisoning caused
by malfunctioning or improperly used fuel-burning appliances. (CPA data) .
According to the Journal of the American Medical Assaciation {JAMA),

carbon manoxide is the number one cause of paisoning dealhs in the U.S.

 Carbon Monoxide gas is produced whenever any fuel, such as gas,
ofl, kerosene, wood or charcoal is burnead.

SYMETOMS of Carbon Monoxide Paisoning
GO enters the lungs and blood where il compeles with oxygen normally cartied by red
blood eelis. CO attaches 1o the celis 200 times gaster than oxygen. Without oxygen
cails begin to die. )

Expasure to carpon monoxide can produce flu-fike symploms sUGCH as:

headache
. nausea
- dizziness
. confusion
. fainting
Af higher levels, CO exposure ¢an cause.
’ unconsciousness
. death
What to do if you suspect CO EXPOSURE]
. Gt out of the house and get fresh air.
. Call the fire department from a neighbor's house.

If you have symptoms, seek medical help immediately.

{over)

Offi
Department of Fire Services

PO Box 1025, Siate Road + Stow, Massachusells 01775+ (878) 567—3300'- VWWLITIASS govidls




+ Poisonous

+ QOdaorless

» Coloriess

PROTEGT your family:
s install Carbon Monoxide detectors in your home.

. Make sure that any detector you purchase is approved and certified
by a nationaily recognized testing institute, such as Underwriiers
Laboratary (LL).

+  Follaw installation instructions carefully.

. Locate CO detectors near bedrooms so family members will awaken
at night. ‘

. Place them where people spend most of theif time, where they will be

- heard, and whaera they can be sesan,

Do not place a CO detector in a garage, furnace room, near the slove
or fireplace.

. Detectors should be kept away from open windows or doors,
excessively hot, cold or damp areas and “dead-air spaces” such as
corners of rocms and peaks of ceilings.

If appliances that burn fuel are properly maintained and used, the
amount of CO produced is usually not hazardous.

Read and foliow the manufaciurer’s instructions that come with fuel-
burning devices.

However, if appliances are not working properly or are used
incorrectly, dangerous levels of CO can result,

.+ Have a qualified service technician inspect your appliances yearly,
before the heating season.

Check vent pipes, flues and chimneys for leaks or blockages.
+  MNever use a charcoat grill indocrs!
. Do not use a gas oven to heat your home.

. Dor't leave a vehicle running inside a garage, even if the door is open,

= Tasteless fumes will‘build up quickly inside the home.

»  Don't sleep in any room with an un-vented, gas heater,

. Never use gasoline-powered engines (generators, chain saws,
blowers, wead trimmears, Mowers or snaw blowers) in enclosad
spaces.

DFS - Oct. *05
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Why Be 1 Have To Bo Tisd
Carbon eronoxide (C0), known as the
Trvisibla Kifler: is 2 colorless, odorless,
poisanous gas that results from incomplete
bugning of fuels such a5 natural gas,
prapaue, oil, wood, coal, and gasoline. Each -
year many people die from accidental CO
poisoning and thousands more are tnjured.
Thiis baw was passed fo protect all of us from
the dangers of carbon monoxide poisonun.

Kow Gan | Tel it 250 Marmis Anrovetid

O alagms are approved by an independent
festing company such as Underwrsters”
Laboratories {UL), Underviter’s Laboratoty
of Canada {ULC), or International Approval
Service/Canadian Standards Association
(LAS/CSA). Be sure to look for the approval
fabel when buying CO alarns. Mosi

of the €O atarms corrently sold in the
Commonweaith meet these siandards but it
is 2 good fdea to check and make sure they
mest the siandard before you purchase ihe
alarms,

How Do | Hest the Retuirements of the Law?

If you install CO alarnis on every habirable
- level by Maceh 31, 2006 and kecp them in
good working osder you don't kave to do
anything elee to be i compliance with the
lav, When you sell your home, you st
have an inspection and certficate fromx the
locaf fire department before the sale is final,
Comtact your local fise departimert dicectly
~ they wilt know what to do to assist you.

How Do | Know if | Haue GO Paisoniig?
The first symptonss of €O poisening ace
similas to the Tl (but without she fever).
They inciude:
+ Headache
+ Fatigne
+ Shortness of breath
+« Nausea
+ Dizziness
1f you thisk you have symptoms of carbon
nmonoxide poisenitg of your CO alarm is
sounding, contact your fire department aud
leave the building immediately.

For mors information about the
requirements of the law contact your
local fise department of visit the
Massachusetis Depariment of Fire
Services website at www.mass.govidfs.

1o Massachusetls
Retmiraments for

Cathon
Monoxide
Rarms

PreseNTEDh 3Y:

Departmeent of Five Services
FOQ. Box 1025, Stow, MABITI3
PO, Box 385, Nomhampian, M4 (1960

W, mass. govidts
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Cousone's Guiok 1o Massachuserrs Requinenews For Canson Mowoxine Hinams

In Novembar 3003, Goversor Mit Rownzy signed
“Nicole® Law” which places certaly requirements
oit awrers af ell residandial yroperties to instell
and wainiain carbon wenovids {C0) alazus.

The Board of Fire Prevention Regulafions has
developed the regulasions (327 CMR 31.00)
establishing ihe specific reguirenants of the low
incliding dhe ripa, locatin, mgiienance aid
fitspaction tequiranents for e alarms.

Who ts frnacted by this Lawd

Generally speaking anyone who owns
residential properly regacdless of size
(i.6.. t- & -family homes, muli-famtly
buildings, apartments, condominitms
and fownhianses, ete.) thaf confains fossil
burning fiel equipment (1., ol gas,
wood, coal, etc.) OR contains enclosed
parking (12, atiached o enclosed garage)
in Massachusetts, is required to install
CO alarms by March 31, 2006. In certain
ltited instances (see below), the instatlation
requirements are deferced il Jaary I,
2067, '
What D | Rave to Do?
Tastalt CO atarms on every level of your
home except for basements aud atiics tat do
ot have habitable living spaces (i.e., fanuly
reoms, dens, ete.) by March 31, 2006.

What Kirds of 66 Rlarms Rre Alloveds
There are several types of alarms that are
altowed; they include:

+ Batrery powered with battery monitoring;
+ Plug-in (AC powered) untis
with battery backup;

100 Cambrides Strest; Suite 300
e Baston, Massadhuseis 02114

+ AC primary powes {hasd-wued
Ty POWCE (1
~usualty invelves hirng an
electrictan) with battery backup;
v Low-voltage o wicefess alanms; and
+ Qualified combination smoke
detectors and CO alarms.

Wiiat Are Qualified Gombination
I]atactnrs and farns?

Acceptable combinaion smoke detectars
and carbont tonoxide alarms must have
cimulated voice and tone atarms that clearly
distinguish between the two types of
smergencies. 1 vou have questions aboot
vatiows types of smoke detectoss, contact
your local fire depastment:

What Bind Remsired to Do if 'm a Langtonts

andlords st insiall CO alaems in each
dwelling wnit, Landlords also must smspect,
test and maintain the CO slarms ar least
once & year or at the beginaing of any sental
period (such as tease renewal). Batteries ace
required fo be replaced once a year, Tenanfs
should regort any problents with alarms

to the fandiord immediately and learn to
recogpiza the differsnce between the smoke
detecior and the carbon monoxide alam.

Witat Are Mtesniative Comufiancs Ontions?

The regulation altows for altemative
compliance opfions thiat may be more
practical for larger buildings with nultiple
dwelling wnits that contain nunimal or no
sources of CO inside the individual units.
The option allows owners to target the CO
alarin protecttor: in only those aeas

(3.¢., oot that contain boilers, hot water
heaters, central laundry areas and afl adjacent
spaces, in addition fo enclosed parking areas)
that could be potential sources of the CO.
This GO protection option fequires hard-
wising or low-voltage wiring, monitorg
(2., by an alasm company) and certait
signal transmission fequirentents.

Wiat Bre the timvited nstances Where { Dont
Haue o Install GO Btarms il Jaraary, 20079

Owaers of residential buildings that notify
the locat fire department and choose

the alfemafive compliance option and
buildings owned by the Commoniwealth of
Massachwsetts (1., public hovsing units)
will not be required to imstall CO alams wil
January §, 2007,

Where Do | Have To Put These 60 Marms® -

T tnost residences, carbon monoxidz alarms
are sequired fo be located on every feve] of
1 lome or dwelling vt imeluding habitable
portions of hasements and attics. On fevels

within ten feet of the bedroom docrs.
€O alarms do not go inside zarages, but i
the adjacent living areas.

When Do Havs fo nstall GO farins?

Most residences are required to install CO
alarms by Macch 31, 2006 Afrer that date
anyone who sells their property will be
required to have an inspection by the fice
deparinent prior o the sale or ransfer of
theis property.

wwny. mass.gov/dhod
617 A5931100

with slezping areas the alaoms must be placed




