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How to Get Your Criminal Record in Massachusetts

If you have ever had any contact with the police, you may have a criminal record. If so, you need to get your criminal record before you apply for any immigration relief, like President Obama’s new deferred action, and you need to ask a lawyer to review your record with you to make sure you qualify. 

You need to get three different types of records if you have ever had any contact with the police in Massachusetts: (1) your FBI record; (2) your full Massachusetts criminal record (CORI); and (3) the local court records, which are certified copies of  docket sheets and police reports for each case listed on your CORI.

1) Getting your Federal Bureau of Information (FBI) record: This record shows all the arrests and criminal charges against you in the United States. To request your FBI record, fill out the government form, found here: www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/identity-history-summary-checks/submitting-an-identity-history-summary-request-to-the-fbi.

Have your fingerprints taken at a non-profit organization, for a small fee.

Pay the government’s fee of $18 by money order or credit card, payable to “Treasury of the United States.” 

Mail all these documents and the fee to the address on the form. It may take six weeks to hear back. 

2) Getting your Massachusetts Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI): Your CORI shows any arrests and criminal charges against you in Massachusetts. To get a copy of your CORI, you can mail the CORI request form or fill it out online, as explained here: www.masslegalhelp.org/cori/get-a-copy-of-my-own. There is a $25 fee.

3) Certified copies of Massachusetts docket sheets and police reports: If your CORI shows you have criminal charges in Massachusetts, you need to get certified copies of the docket sheets and police reports in each of these cases. You request this information from the Criminal Clerk’s Office at each of the courts where the cases were brought against you. You will find the name of the court listed on your CORI, and you can find the address and phone number of these courts at: www.mass.gov/courts/court-info/courthouses. 

It is best to go in person to each court to get certified copies of your docket sheets and police reports. If you are not able to go, call the Criminal Clerk’s Office at each court and find out how to request copies by fax or mail. Some courts charge a small fee for copies.

For more information on applying for deferred action under President Obama’s executive action, go to www.adminrelief.org or www.masslegalservices.org/library/directory/immigration/presidential-immigration-relief-programs-dapa-daca-more.
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