
Family Law Advocacy 
for Low and Moderate 
Income Litigants 

Editors Jacquelynne J. Bowman 

Patricia A. Levesh 

Authors  Jacquelynne J. Bowman 

Susan R. Elsen 

Laura W. Gal 

Cheryl L. Garrity 

Stephanie E. Goldenhersh 

Jennifer Hatch 

Abbe L. Hershberg 

Courtney M. Hostetler 

Joyce Kaufman 

Justin L. Kelsey 

Patricia A. Levesh 

Mithra Merryman 

Jennifer E. Ollington 

Christina Paradiso 

Henriette B. Perkins 

Pauline Quirion 

Stephen A. Russo 

Jamie A. Sabino 

Laura M. Unflat 

Ruthanne Withers 

Kimberly A. Yox 



2180500B03—3rd Edition 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2008 by Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc. All rights reserved. Published 2008. Permission is hereby granted for the copying of 
pages or portions of pages within this book by or under the direction of attorneys for use in the practice of law. No other use is permitted without 
prior written consent of Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc. 

Printed in the United States of America 

This publication should be cited: Family Law Advocacy for Low and Moderate Income Litigants (MCLE, Inc. 3d ed. 2018) 

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017964337 
ISBN: 1-68345-075-2 

All of Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc.’s (“MCLE’s”) products, services, and communications (“MCLE Products”) are offered 
solely as an aid to developing and maintaining professional competence. The statements and other content in MCLE Products may not apply to 
your circumstances and no legal, tax, accounting, or other professional advice is being rendered by MCLE or its trustees, officers, sponsors, or 
staff, or by its authors, speakers, or other contributors. No attorney-client relationship is formed by the purchase, receipt, custody, or use of 
MCLE Products. The statements and other content in MCLE Products do not reflect a position of and are not ratified, endorsed, or verified by 
MCLE or its trustees, officers, sponsors, or staff. Contributors of statements and other content in MCLE Products are third-party contributors and 
are not agents of MCLE. No agency relationship, either express, implied, inherent or apparent, exists between MCLE and any third-party 
contributor to MCLE Products. 

Due to the rapidly changing nature of the law, the statements and other content in MCLE Products may become outdated. Attorneys using MCLE 
Products should research original and current sources of authority. Nonattorneys using MCLE Products are encouraged to seek the legal advice of 
a qualified attorney. 

By using MCLE Products, the user thereof agrees to the terms and conditions set forth herein, which are severable in the event that any 
provision is deemed unlawful, unenforceable, or void. To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, MCLE Products are provided on 
an “As Is,” “As Available” basis and no warranties or representations of any kind, express or implied, with respect to MCLE Products 
are made by MCLE or its trustees, officers, sponsors, or staff, individually or jointly. To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, 
neither MCLE nor its trustees, officers, sponsors, or staff are responsible for the statements and other content in MCLE Products or 
liable for any claim, loss, injury, or damages of any kind (including, without limitations, attorney fees and costs) arising from or 
involving the use of MCLE Products.  

Failure to enforce any provision of these terms and conditions will not be deemed a waiver of that provision or any other provision. These terms 
and conditions will be governed by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, notwithstanding any principles of conflicts of law. These 
terms and conditions may be changed from time to time without notice. Continued use of MCLE Products following any such change constitutes 
acceptance of the change. 

IRS Circular 230 Notice: Any U.S. tax advice found to be included in MCLE Products (including any attachments) is not intended or written to 
be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding U.S. tax penalties or for promoting, marketing, or recommending to another party any 
tax-related matter or any other transaction or matter addressed therein. 

Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education, Inc. 

Ten Winter Place, Boston, MA 02108-4751 

800-966-6253 | Fax 617-482-9498 | www.mcle.org 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We believe in justice. We work every day to assure that 
low-income litigants have access to justice. Even so, we are 

unable to serve all who require the assistance of counsel. We hope 
that in some way, the publication of this book will help those without 

counsel to realize justice. A significant goal of family law advocacy for many 
of us is to ensure stability for children in a safe and nurturing environment; 

therefore, this book is dedicated to the children of the Commonwealth. 
We would like to acknowledge, in particular, the children of legal services 

advocates, who often go without the trappings of middle-class 
life so that their parents can continue to do this work. 
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E L E C T R O N I C  F O R M S  D O W N L O A D  

All of the exhibits from this book are available for download from the MCLE website. You must be signed into the 
account used to purchase this book to access the downloadable forms. 

To download the forms, go to 

www.mcle.org/forms 

and enter Forms Download Code (case sensitive): 

T2WX8YYE 

This code applies only to the 3rd Edition of Family Law Advocacy for Low and Moderate Income Litigants. You 
may select all forms to download or only those you need, and may return to the download page anytime while this 
edition remains in print. 

Use Note: 

These forms are electronic versions of the exhibits as they appear in the book—there is no interactive software that 
deletes information or fills in blank lines. After downloading, you can modify text-based exhibits with your word 
processing software, manipulating the text, spacing (e.g., tab settings, margins), and typographical format (e.g., 
underlining, italicizing) as needed. Some files (e.g., official court forms) are embedded as images in Word files. 
These files cannot be edited with Word. Please bear in mind that forms in MCLE publications are examples only. 
Practitioners must check original sources of authority for current law and adapt forms to fit specific case facts and 
individual needs. For court forms and other standardized forms, be sure to check with the original source to obtain 
the most recent version and any special instructions. 

If you have any questions or problems accessing your forms download, please contact MCLE’s Customer Service at 
customerservice@mcle.org or by phone at 1-800-966-6253. 

 


