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Language Access

▪ Online application in 6 languages

▪ DTA must provide free interpreter if client is LEP

▪ Clients can self-identify as LEP

▪ Can file complaint if problems
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Common Myth #1

“Undocumented immigrants can’t/shouldn’t apply for 
DTA benefits.”

Reality:  

▪ Can apply on behalf of eligible children

▪ Can opt out of benefits household and not provide 
SSN or immigrant status

▪ Income still counted

▪ DTA does not report people to ICE
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Common Myth #2

“You can’t get TAFDC benefits until you’ve had a 

green card for 5 years.”

Reality: 

NOT ALWAYS! Exceptions depend on: 

- prior status

- domestic violence

- date entered U.S.

- active duty/veteran status
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“Qualified” and Eligible for TAFDC 

(and SNAP & SSI) right away

▪ Refugees & asylees

▪ Granted Withholding of Deportation or Removal

▪ Cuban/Haitian Entrants

▪ Iraqi and Afghan Special Immigrants

▪ Afghan Evacuees and Ukrainians with humanitarian 

parole

▪ Victims of Trafficking

▪ LPRs who adjusted from one of these statuses
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Status before adjustment?
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Cuban-Haitian Entrants

National of Cuba or Haiti with “special status”:

▪ Pending asylum application

▪ Paroled into U.S. for humanitarian reasons

▪ In removal/deportation proceedings, but no final, 

enforceable order of removal

▪ Order of supervision

✓ Includes children born to Haitian parents outside Haiti

X Does not include Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
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USCIS Receipt for Asylum Application

8



Sample I-94 (electronic)
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Notice to Appear
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Example #1

Marie comes from Haiti and has TPS.  Her baby 

was born in the U.S.

◼ Can Marie get TAFDC for her baby? 

◼ Can she get TAFDC for herself?

You learn that Marie entered the U.S. with 

Humanitarian Parole. 

◼ How does that change her eligibility?
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Domestic Violence (TAFDC)

If client or child meets criteria for

▪ Domestic abuse

and

▪ Immigration status/pending status

Then both are considered “battered noncitizens”

▪ Qualified

▪ Immediately eligible for TAFDC 
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Battered Non-Citizens

Criteria Regarding Abuse

▪ Battered or “subjected to extreme cruelty” in the U.S.

▪ Abuse committed by spouse, parent, or member of 

spouse/parent’s family

▪ Lived with abuser at the time

▪ No longer lives with abuser
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Battered Non-Citizens

Criteria Regarding Immigration Status

Pending or approved petition for:

▪ LPR through an I-130 petition by a spouse or parent 

who is a U.S. citizen or LPR.

▪ LPR through a VAWA self-petition.

▪ Begins with Notice of Prima Facie Determination

▪ Suspension of deportation or cancellation of removal 

under VAWA.
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Example #2

Thelma and her 7-year-old son fled her 

husband, a U.S. citizen, due to domestic 

violence. She filed a VAWA petition and got a 

Notice of Prima Facie Determination 6 months 

ago.

◼ Is Thelma eligible for TAFDC?

◼ Is her son eligible?
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Public Charge Inadmissibility Test

Definition: likely to become primarily dependent on 

the government for subsistence

◼ Prospective test, considering “totality of the 

circumstances” 

◼ Considers the immigrant’s receipt of: 

◼ Cash assistance for income maintenance (TAFDC, 

EAEDC, SSI)

◼ long-term institutionalization at government 

expense
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Public Charge Inadmissibility Test

◼ Does not consider:

◼ the immigrant's receipt of any other benefit, 

including

◼ Noncash benefits

◼ Earned benefits (e.g., unemployment, social security 

retirement)

◼ Benefits received by eligible family members



18

Public Charge – Who is affected?

◼ Certain immigrants seeking admission as Lawful 

Permanent Residents (green card holders)

◼ Mostly affects family-based applications

◼ Usually not eligible for federally funded benefits like 

TAFDC
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Public Charge – Who is NOT affected?

◼ Applicants for citizenship

◼ LPRs (except those leave U.S. for 6+ months)

◼ Green card applicants who are 

◼ Refugees or asylees

◼ VAWA self-petitioners

◼ T-visa and U-visa holders 

◼ Special Immigrant Juveniles

◼ Afghan or Iraqi Special Immigrant Visa holders
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Public Charge – Key things to know

◼ Most public benefits don’t count!

◼ Benefits received for eligible family members do 

not count.

◼ Under “totality of the circumstances” test, receipt 

of benefits is not the only factor considered.


