
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Deval L Patrick, Governor • Aaron Gomstein, Undersecretary 

MRVP Notice: 2013-02 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: 	All Local Housing Agencies administering the 
Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP) 

FROM: 	Brendan Goodwin, Director 
State Rental Assistance Programs 

SUBJECT: New MRVP Income Limits for Determination of Eligibility 
and Continued Occupancy- CHANGE FROM 200% OF FEDERAL  
POVERTY LEVEL TO 50% OF HUD AREA MEDIAN INCOME (AMI) 

DATE: 	September 18, 2013 

This memo is to inform you that effective as of July 1, 2013, there is now a NEW method for determining 
the MRVP income eligibility for both applicants and tenant continued occupancy. Effective with the 
Fiscal Year 2014 budget, the Legislature has changed the income standard from the old procedure (200% 
of the Federal Poverty Level), to the new method of utilizing 50% ("Very Low Income") of the HUD Area 
Median Income (AMI) as the effective limits for the Program. 

Although for applicants the new language is effective as of July 1 st, for existing MRVP tenants your 
agency should implement the revised limits upon each tenant's annual recertification date. DHCD has 
determined that the vast majority of our tenants will be unaffected by this change, but there may be some  
small number who do end up being over-income. In these few cases, the tenants would receive the 
standard 90-day notice of ineligibility. One other aspect of this change is that rather than one state-wide 
income limit, limits will now vary by region. 

For your reference we are attaching the current HUD 2013 income limits with this memo, but are also 
providing the link to the HUD website with the limits directly here (please note again that the "Very Low 
Income" line is the 50% of median category): 

http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/Wil  1 3/ma.pdf 

Here is a link to the list of communities in each HUD area (pages 32-35 pertain to Massachusetts): 

http ://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/il/i  113/areajefinitions .pdf 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300 
	

diacd 	 www.mass.gov/dhcd  
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 	 617.573.1100 



HUD updates these limits on an annual basis, and DHCD will forward those updates to you when they 
occur; however, we think it will be helpful for your agency to have direct access to this information as 
well. 

Should you have any questions on the implementation of these new limits, please feel free to contact 
Charlie Vasiliades on the MRVP staff at (617) 573-1236. 

Enclosure 

Povertymemo2013-2014 9-18-13 
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