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A Brief Overview



Why use data?
• Inform decision making. 

• Understand who we are 

and who we serve

• Communicate the work 

we do to the public

• Report to funders or 

stakeholders
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What are some 
common data 
sources?

Collects data on race, ethnicity, 

age and household composition.

• Decennial Census

• American Community 

Survey

• Administrative

• Qualitative research
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What are some 
common data 
sources?

Administrative data that is 

collected from programs or 

entities and made available for 

public use.

• Decennial Census

• Surveys

• Government

• Qualitative research



Race and Ethnicity Data









DOMINICAN







Race totals are higher including all respondents who have selected 
race alone or in combination with other groups or Latino ethnicity.



Proposed overhaul 
of Census race and 
ethnicity questions
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Key Takeaways:

• “Single-race, non-Latino” reporting approaches depress race 
totals.

• While the race question allows people to select multiple options, 
the Latino ethnicity question does not, forcing people of mixed 
ethnicity to pick one.

• Some people don’t fit well within either the race categories or the 
Latino ethnicity option. 

• Concepts of race, country of origin, and language/ethnicity are 
merging together
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Data Analysis Examples









Source: 2014-2018 American Community Survey





Need guidance on a project? Or trying to build 
or research something specific?

United States Census Bureau –
data.census.gov

Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Agencies (RPAs) – links

https://data.census.gov/
https://www.mrpc.org/resources/pages/rpas


Thank You

www.bostonindicators.org
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