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What’s an AU Manager to Do?

Whenever there is a change in
household composition, the AU
Manager must review all eligi-
bility factors before wrapping up
the AU for authorization. In this
AU, the income and household
size were correctly changed, but
the Shelter Expenses window
needed more attention. When
processing an AU containing an
AU member who was a part of
another AU, it is important to
make sure that both the original
AU and the newly established
AU are correct.  The AU Man-
ager should have changed the
‘Countable for FS’ radio button
to ‘Yes’ so that the $75 weekly
rental amount would in fact be
allowed in the calculation of the
shelter deduction for the AU.

From the Hotline
Q. A father with over five years of Legal Permanent Resident

status has been receiving food stamp benefits and TAFDC.  He
lives with his two children.  One of his children has an eligible
noncitizen status but was recently taken out of the TAFDC AU
because she is 18-years-old.  The other child is only ten years
old, but he doesn’t have an eligible noncitizen status for either
TAFDC or the Food Stamp Program.  Can I leave the father on
TAFDC as an open AU consisting of one individual?

A. Yes.  An otherwise eligible grantee, whose only dependent child
is ineligible due to noncitizen status, is eligible to receive
TAFDC as an AU of one.
If otherwise eligible, the father and the 18-year-old eligible
noncitizen child may continue receiving food stamp benefits as
an AU of two.

Q. A TAFDC grantee’s former boyfriend has recently left the
home, and the grantee is now caring for his disabled child, even
though she is not related to the child.  This disabled child is not
receiving TAFDC, but two of the grantee’s children are mem-
bers of the AU. The grantee is claiming the caretaker exemp-
tion.  To qualify as an exempt AU, must there be a relationship
between the TAFDC grantee and her former boyfriend’s child?

A. No.  As long as the caregiver meets the other requirements of
this exemption, no relationship is necessary between the
caregiver and the disabled child.  However, other requirements
may apply in order to meet this exemption.  Refer to 106 CMR
203.100 (A) for further details.

Q. A disabled EAEDC applicant who met with me this afternoon
handed me a completed Emergency Aid to the Elderly, Disabled
and Children Medical Report signed by a certified physician
who qualifies as a competent medicalauthority.  However, this
physician is not a MassHealth provider.  Is this medical report
still acceptable?

A. Yes.  While the applicant must provide a completed Emergency
Aid to the Elderly, Disabled and Children Medical Report
signed by a competent medical authority, the regulations at 106
CMR 320.200 do not specify that a MassHealth provider is
required.  A Medical Report completed by an individual who
meets the definition of competent medical authority as speci-
fied at 106 CMR 701.600(H) is acceptable.

 


