Getting a Driver’s License in Massachusetts
Who needs to apply for a driver’s license?
* If you live in Massachusetts and you want
to drive, you must apply for a driver’s license
in Massachusetts.

Warning: Driving without a license is a crime!
Driving a car that is not registered with the Registry of Motor Vehicles
(RMV) is also a crime.
Do I need permission from immigration officials to apply for a driver’s license?
* You should have a green card and a social
security number to apply for a driver’s
license. You also can apply for a license if you
have other identification from immigration
officials and a social security card.

What is the difference between a learner’s permit and a driver’s license?
* Everyone who wants to drive needs to apply first for a learner’s permit and pass a
multiple choice test. You can drive with a learner’s permit, but you always need to be
with another driver who is at least 21 years old and who has a driver’s license.
Afterwards, you have to take a driving test. If you pass the driving test, you will get a
driver’s license with which you can drive alone.
When can I apply for a learner’s permit? And then when can I apply for a driver’s license?
* When you are 16 years old, you can apply for a learner’s permit to drive with the help
of a person who has their license. If you are between 16 ½ and 18 years old, you can
apply for a driver’s license after practicing with your learner’s permit for six months and
completing a driver’s education class.
* If you are older than 18 years old, you still need to apply for and get a learner’s permit
before you can apply for a driver’s license. But, you can apply for a driver’s license
immediately without practicing with a permit and without taking a class.
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Learner’s Permit Information
How can I apply for a learner’s permit?
* You should go to the Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)
and present:
 An original birth certificate
 A social security card
 A complete Class D application
 If you are younger than 18, you need the signature of
a parent or legal guardian to show his or her
permission.
 If you are older than 18 years old, you need proof of residency.
Where can I find the Class D application?
* There are applications in the RMV offices.
* And on the RMV website:
http://www.massrmv.com/rmv/forms/21042.pdf
* There is also a copy at the end of this document
* When you fill out the application, you should use your full name, as it appears on your
birth certificate.

Warning: If you are not a citizen of the United States, do not fill out
the section for registration to vote when you complete the Class D
application. If you are not a citizen, you cannot register to vote and
there can be serious consequences - including deportation - if you do!
What does proof of residency mean?
* See the complete list of acceptable forms of proof of residency at the end of this
document. Some examples include a recent bank statement, a recent electricity or gas
bill, or an original school transcript.
How much is the application for a learner’s permit?
* The learner’s permit exam costs $30.
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What tests do I need to pass to receive my learner’s permit?
 A multiple choice exam, and
 A vision exam
In what form is the multiple choice exam?
* The exam is available in English or in Spanish.
* The exam consists of 25 multiple choice questions and you take it on the computer.
* The topics on the exam include the misuse of alcohol, suspensions and infractions for
a driver under 18, the rules of the road, and identifying driving signals.
* To pass the exam, you must respond correctly to 18 questions in 25 minutes.
Why do I need a vision exam?
* The vision exam is necessary to show that you have the ability to drive a vehicle in a
safe way. An official of the RMV will examine your visual sharpness, ability to distinguish
color, and peripheral vision. If you usually use contact lenses or glasses to see distance,
you should use them during the vision exam.
What can I do to study for and pass the learner’s permit exam?
* You should study the driver’s manual:
http://www.massrmv.com/rmv/dmanual/Drivers_Manual.pdf
* There are also online practice tests that can be found at:
http://www.dmv.org/ma-massachusetts/practice-tests/
Do I need to go to driving school?
* The RMV requires that drivers under 18 years old attend
classes at an approved school. Attending classes helps you learn
to drive better, and improves your chances of passing the driving test.
* If you are between 16 and 18 years old, you need to have had your learner’s permit
for six months before you can apply for a driver’s license.
* You must complete 40 hours of supervised driving and your parent or legal guardian
must participate in two hours of driving school before you can apply for your license.
* If you are older than 18, you do not need to go to driver’s education classes, but they
are recommended because you will improve your abilities and you may be able to
receive a discount on your car insurance.
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Where are the driver’s education schools?
* Visit the RMV’s website to find a driving school:
http://www.massrmv.com/rmv/driversed/selectschool.htm
* The following schools are in Lynn:
 Access Auto School
140 Union Street LL 2
Lynn, MA 01901
781-558-4050
 Latin American Driving School
246 Essex Street
Lynn, MA 01902
781-581-5353
 Mohasal Driving School
319-321 Lynnway, Suite 306
Lynn, MA 01902
781-593-2832
 Ringer's Auto School, Inc.
271 Western Avenue
Lynn, MA 01904
781-595-8600
What are the rules for driving with a learner’s permit?
 You must carry your learner’s permit with you every time you drive until you have
your driver’s license.
 Every time you drive you should be accompanied by a driver who is at least 21 years
old, has a valid Massachusetts driver’s license, and has at least one year of driving
experience.
 If you are younger than 18 years old, you cannot drive between 12:00 a.m. and
5:00 a.m. unless you are with a parent or legal guardian.

Warning: You cannot use your cell phone for any reason while
driving with a learner’s permit!
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Driver’s License Information
When can I apply for a license?
* If you are younger than 18 years old, you can apply for a
license after you have completed all the requirements for a
learner’s permit.
* If you are older than 18 years old, you can apply for your license after you receive your
permit. Although it is advised to practice with a licensed driver who is at least 21 years
old, and to take classes, these are not requirements if you are older than 18.

Warning: You should never take drugs and/or drink alcohol before
driving or while driving. You can go to jail and it can affect your
immigration status!
How can I apply for a driver’s license?
* If you are younger than 18 years old and you have completed the requirements of
your learner’s permit, you should contact
the RMV to schedule your driving test.
* If you are older than 18, you can schedule
your driving test the same day that you
apply for your learner’s permit.
How can I schedule the date for my driving test?
* Call the RMV of Massachusetts at (857) 368-8010.

Warning: There are serious consequences for showing false
documents in the process of applying for a license.
What do I need to bring on the day of my practical exam?
 A registered and insured vehicle.
 A sponsor who is at least 21 years old, has at least one year of driving experience, and
has a valid license.
 $35 to pay for the exam.
 $50 to pay the new license fee.
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What is the difference between a horizontal license and vertical license?
* Until you are 21 years old, you will have a vertical license which means that you
cannot buy alcohol. When you turn 21, you can exchange your vertical license for the
horizontal license.
What are the restrictions with a Class D License?
* If you are younger than 18:
 You cannot be in the car with a passenger younger than 18, apart from
immediate family members, for the first six months of having your license.
 You cannot drive between 12:00 am and 5:00 am unless you are with a parent
or legal guardian.

It is always illegal to text and drive!

Where are the RMV offices closest to Lynn?
* Revere RMV
9c Everett Street
Revere, MA
Hours of Operation: Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm and
Thursdays 10:00 am-6:00 pm
* Danvers RMV
Liberty Tree Mall
100 Independence Way
Danvers, MA
Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.
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