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1. Introduction 

To the Advisory Board of Pardons and Other Interested Parties: 

The Governor’s power to grant executive clemency, including 
pardons and commutations, derives from Article 73 of the 
Amendments to the Coiistitution of the Commonwealth. Article 73 
provides : 

The power of pardoning [offenses], except such as 
persons may be convicted of before the senate by an 
impeachment of the house, shall be in the governor, by 
and with the advice of [the governor’s] council, provided, 
that if the [offense] is a felony the general court shall have 
power to prescribe the terms and conditions upon which a 
pardon may be granted; but no charter of pardon, granted 
by the governor, with advice of the [the governor’s] 
council before conviction, shall avail the party pleading 
the same, notwithstanding any general or particular 
expressions contained therein, descriptive of the [offense] 
or [offenses] intended to be pardoned. 

The grant of executive clemency is primarily intended to 
remove barriers that are often associated with a criminal record or 
sentence, thereby facilitating the ieintegratiofi of the petitioner into 
the community of the law abiding. Executive clemency should not be 
considered a routine, post-conviction remedy, but rather is warranted 
only in rare and exceptional circumstances. The grant of executive 



clemency is best made by those public officials best equipped to 
make informed judgments on the persons seeking relief. These 
guidelines are established to guide the actions of the Advisory Board 
of Pardons (“Advisory Board”) in the exercise of its responsibility 
under 120 CMR §§ 901 and 902 to advise the Governor. 

I I .  Purpose and Applicability of the Guidelines 

A. These guidelines reflect merely the threshold requirements for 
the consideration of executive clemency. The determination of 
whether such relief will be granted lies preliminarily with the Advisory 
Board, and ultimately with the Governor subject to the advice of the 
Governor’s Council. This determination will be made after a thorough 
review of the merits of the petition and the recommendation of the 
Advisory Board. 

B. These guidelines are applicable to all executive clemency 
determinations that are made during the Patrick administration. This 
includes determinations for any pending petitions filed during a prior 
administration. 

C. The guidelines contained herein are advisory only. They 
create no enforceable rights in the petitioners, nor do they restrict the 
powers granted to the Governor pursuant to Article 73 of the 
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth. 

111. Minimum Eligibility Requirements 

A. Pardons 

Pardon relief will, in general, be granted to those petitioners 
who have demonstrated a substantial period of good citizenship 
subsequent to the criminal offense and have a compelling need for a 
pardon. The Governor will give serious consideration to pardon 
requests where: 

4 .  The p€titiGfiei has fieithe; been cofivicted nor confined 
under sentence during the past 15 years in the case of felonies, or 10 
years in the case of misdemeanors. Particularly compelling 
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circumstances or needs may, in rare cases, justify relaxation of these 
time limitations. 

2. The petitioner has demonstrated “good citizenship” during 
such periods, which shall mean both specific achievements and 
incident-free behavior. (Dispositions which are not exculpatory, such 
as continuances without a finding, filed charges, or non-contested 
pleas, may not be considered “incident-free” behavior. In cases that 
resulted in dismissed charges, petitioners must inform the Advisory 
Board as to the circumstances that led to the dismissal, and the 
Advisory Board may conduct any necessary investigation of such a 
matter.) An individual’s demonstrated ability to lead a responsible 
and productive life for a significant period after conviction or release 
from confinement is strong evidence of rehabilitation and worthiness 
for pardon. Periods of successful parole or probation may be 
counted toward the good citizenship period, but the parole and 
probation term must be successfully completed prior to the filing of a 
pardon petition. (The petitioner shall include, along with the petition, 
a letter from the parole officer or the probation officer verifying 
successful completion of supervision.) 

3. To inform the “good citizenship” determination, a 
petitioner shall disclose: any and all restraining orders taken out 
against the petitioner in the last five years, including the date the 
order issued, the name of the court that issued the order, the docket 
number, and the name of party who requested the order. The 
petitioner shall also disclose: any court orders issued against the 
petitioner for civil infractions (e.g. contempt orders) in the last five 
years, including the date the order issued, the name of the court that 
issued the order, the docket number, and the caption of the case. If 
any such order has entered against the petitioner in the five years 
previous to the date of the petition, the Advisory Board shall 
administratively close the petition without prejudice to reapplication. 

4. In addition to meeting the above-referenced threshold 
requirements, the petitioner must demonstrate a verified, compelling, 
aiid specific need fo i  a pardm LVheis a petitimer has other 
adequate administrative or judicial remedies, the need for a pardon 
will not generally meet the “compelling” standard. 
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5. Where the petitioner states that the “compelling need” for 
a pardon is to obtain a firearm (as defined in G.L. c. 140, § 121) for 
employment, the Advisory Board shall obtain written confirmation 
from the petitioner’s potential employer that the petitioner’s 
employment is contingent upon the ability to carry a firearm. (The 
petitioner must submit any information requested by the Advisory 
Board to satisfy this requirement.) The petitioner must also submit 
written verification from the appropriate law enforcement official which 
indicates that if the petitioner were granted a pardon, he or she would 
approve a firearm license that does not restrict the pardoned 

firearms. The Advisory Board must consult with the Firearms 
Licensing Review Board (FLRB) and confirm whether the Chief of 
Police would grant a firearm license in the absence of the conviction. 

. individual from carrying, transporting, possessing, and/or receiving 

6. The fact that a petitioner is seeking a pardon in order to 
obtain or restore particular employment which necessitates the use of 
a firearm will not alone meet the “compelling need” requirement. 

7. As a general policy, the Governor will seldom, if ever, 
grant a pardon for the purposes of obtaining a firearm permit to 
petitioners who evidence a history of emotional or mental health 
problems, or to petitioners who have been convicted of a crime which 
involved any of the following: 

a. the use of a firearm; 

b. violence, and a sentence of incarceration was 
imposed; 

c. more than one felony crime, arising out of separate 
transactions, whether or not the transactions were 
for crimes of violence; 

d. rape or kidnapping; 

f. a serious breach of the public trust; 
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g. organized crime or large scale criminal conspiracy; 

h. an act of terrorism; 

i. domestic violence; 

j. sexual abuse; 

k. assault and battery on a child; or 

I. stalking. 

8. Where a petitioner states that the “compelling need” for a 
pardon is to obtain a particular license or employment, the petitioner 
is obligated to provide written verification of the petitioner’s specific 
compelling need. This written verification shall be a letter of 
verification or rejection from an employer and/or a licensing authority, 
which indicates that he or she will not be hired and/or not approved 
for a license unless a pardon has been granted. The need for a 
pardon will generally not be found to be compelling where other 
provisions of the law furnish an appropriate remedy or relief for the 
petitioner. 

9. The Advisory Board will encourage petitioners who qualify 
for sealing of their records under G.L. c. 276, 5 IOOA et seq. to seek 
that relief from the Commissioner of Probation in lieu of a pardon. 

I O .  The report and recommendation of the Advisory Board to 
the Governor shall include the following: 

a. a duplicate of the registration with the Secretary of 
State filed by the petitioner’s counsel or other 
representative pursuant to G.L. c. 127, § 167; 

b. written communication from at least three persons, 
other than the petitioner or a member of the petitioner’s 
family, verifying the period of good citizenship, and, 
where applicable, verification from at least one other 
source of the compelling and specific need for a 
pardon; 
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c. a description of the circumstances underlying each 
offense and conviction for which a pardon is sought; 

d. the names of the panel members or hearing officer 
who conducted the Advisory Board’s hearing; 

e. copies of any dissenting opinions filed in opposition to 
pardon relief by members of the panel; 

f. the names and addresses of those persons who have 
advanced an interest either in favor of, or in opposition 
to, pardon relief, along with the substance of their 
testimony, statements or evidence; 

g. a statement explaining why a pardon is being 
recommended, and where it is not, a description of 
those actions the petitioner should take to maximize 
the potential for favorable consideration in the future; 

h. a statement from the Advisory Board that the petitioner 
has not been convicted of any crime, or admitted to 
facts sufficient to warrant a finding of guilty, since the 
most recent conviction from which the pardon is 
sought; and 

i. a statement that the Advisory Board or its staff has 
informed the petitioner that federal and state law 
prohibit persons convicted of the offenses enumerated 
in G.L. c. 140, § 1298 from obtairiing a firearm permit 
where the Governor’s pardon restricts the individual 
from carrying, transporting, possessing, and/or 
receiving firearms. 

11. The Governor may, at any time before making a final 
determination, return a petition to the Advisory Board for further 
action or io request further infurmation. 
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12. There is no constitutional or statutory authority for the 
Governor to grant a posthumous pardon. A pardon is intended to 
remove barriers that are associated with a criminal record, and to 
thereby facilitate the reintegration of the petitioner into the community 
of the law abiding. Because these goals cannot be obtained in the 
case of a decedent petitioner, and name clearing alone does not 
meet the compelling need standard applied to living petitioners, such 
pardons will not be awarded. Instead, worthy applications for a 
proclamation or a resolve may be granted in the Governor’s 
discretion to remove stigma and disgrace from the name of a 
decedent petitioner when the Advisory Board determines that the 
petitioner’s factual innocence can be established by clear and 
convincing evidence. In all such cases, the Advisory Board shall 
recommend to the Governor an appropriate course of action. 

B. Commutations 

I. A commutation of sentence reduces the period of 
incarceration; it does not imply forgiveness of the underlying offense, 
but simply remits a portion of the punishment. It has no effect upon 
the underlying conviction and does not necessarily reflect upon the 
fairness of the sentence originally imposed. The petitioner bears the 
responsibility of demonstrating, by clear and convincing evidence, 
that: 

a. the petitioner has made exceptional strides in self- 
development and self-improvement and would be a 
I aw-a b id ing citizen ; 

b. the petitioner is suffering from a terminal illness or 
severe and chronic disability, which has been verified 
by a licensed medical doctor, that would be 
substantially mitigated by release from prison; 

c. the petitioner‘s further incarceration would constitute 
gross unfairness in light of the basic equities involved, 
including: (i) the severitj? of the sentence received in 
relation to sentences received by other equally 
culpable and similarly situated defendants; (ii) the 
extent of petitioner’s participation in the offense; or (iii) 
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a history of abuse suffered by the petitioner at the 
hands of the victim which significantly contributed to or 
brought about the offense; or 

d. the petitioner has rendered meritorious service to the 
government, e.g., cooperation with an investigation or 
prosecution that has not already been rewarded by 
other official action. 

2. 
re I ief where : 

The Governor will very rarely, if ever, grant commutation 

a. there is an adequate administrative or judicial 
remedy available; 

b. the petitioner has been convicted, but not yet 
sentenced; 

c. the relief sought is from a lengthy sentence which is 
not yet being served; 

d. the petitioner has not yet progressed from a 24-hour 
maximum security confinement status (this does not apply to 
persons confined in protective custody); 

e. the petitioner has been convicted of a sex crime and 
has not participated in sex offender treatment; 

f. the petitioner has been convicted of a crime related 
to substance abuse and has not participated in an appropriate 
treatment program; 

g. the petitioner is on probation or parole; or 

h. the Advisory Board advises against the granting of 
such relief. 
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3. The Governor generally will not consider granting 
commutation relief in first-degree murder cases until the petitioner 
has served a minimum of 15 years. This recognizes that persons 
convicted of first-degree murder are not eligible for parole, and that 
persons convicted of second-degree murder only become eligible for 
parole after they have served 15 years of their sentence. 

4. In homicide cases, before the Advisory Board 
recommends any action to the Governor, it shall publish notices of its 
public hearing on the petitioner’s application for a commutation at 
least once a week for two consecutive weeks prior to the date of 
public hearing. The notice should appear in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county in which the crime occurred. The Advisory 
Board shall retain a copy of the notice as proof of publication. 

5. The report and recommendation of the Advisory Board to 
the Governor must include the following: 

a. a duplicate of the registration with the Secretary of 
State filed by the petitioner‘s counsel or other representative 
pursuant to G.L. c. 127, § 167; 

b. in homicide cases, a copy of the published notices 
of the Advisory Board’s public hearing on the petitioner’s 
application for commutation; 

c. a summary of the evidence presented at a public 
hearing, including the support petitioner has received both in 
the institution and in the community, the nature and extent of 
any opposition to the petition, and the names and addresses of 
those persons who have advanced an interest either in favor of, 
or in opposition to, commutation relief; 

d. an institutional progress report evidencing 
responsible use of available rehabilitative programs; 

e. where applicable, a description of appropriate 
community correctional and parole programs available to 
con t i nu e petitioner‘s re ha bi I it at i o n ; 

9 



f. where applicable, a plan for reintegrating the 
petitioner into community life; and 

g. the recommendation and vote of the Advisory 
Board. Favorable recommendations shall address, in detail, 
the considerations set forth in paragraphs (1) through (3) 
above. Unfavorable recommendations of the Advisory Board 
shall set forth, where appropriate, those actions petitioner 
should take to maximize the potential for favorable 
consideration in the future. 

6. The Governor approves of the Advisory Board’s practice 
of generally recommending commutation of a sentence to parole 
eligibility at a future date rather than a present date in order to make 
petitioners eligible for education, training, and employment programs, 
pursuant to G.L. c. 127, 55 48-73, before the petitioner is eligible for 
parole release. 

7. The Governor may, at any time before making a final 
determination, return a petition to the Advisory Board for further 
action or to request further information. 

IV. Procedural Operations 

1. The Governor will consider petitions for executive 
clemency that meet these guidelines and have been recommended 
by the Advisory Board. When the Governor disagrees with the 
recommendation of the Advisory Board to grant executive clemency, 
he may, in his discretion and where appropriate, set forth those 
actions that the petitioner should take to maximize the potential for 
favorable consideration in the future. 

2. Whenever the Advisory Board recommends that the 
Governor deny a request for executive clemency and the Governor 
does not disapprove or does not take any other action with respect to 
the adverse recommendation within 90 days after the date of its 
siibmissioii to the GOVeriiGi, it shall be piesuiried that the Governor 
concurs in that adverse recommendation. After the 90 day period, 
the Advisory Board shall advise the petitioner and close the case. 
Once the case is closed, the Advisory Board shall notify the Office of 
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the Governor‘s Legal Counsel. A petitioner may not submit another 
application for pardon relief for one calendar year from the date the 
case is closed. 

3. Whenever the Advisory Board recommends that the 
Governor grant a request for executive clemency and the Governor 
does not take any action with respect to the recommendation within 
one year after the date of its submission to the Governor, it shall be 
presumed that the Governor disapproves of the recommendation, 
pursuant to 120 CMR 902.12(2). After the one year period, the 
Advisory Board shall advise the petitioner and close the case without 
prejudice to resubmission. Once the case is closed, the Advisory 
Board shall notify the Office of the Governor’s Legal Counsel. 

4. Whenever the Advisory Board recommends that the 
Governor grant a request for executive clemency, the Advisory Board 
is authorized to withdraw or amend that recommendation before the 
Governor acts if it receives information adverse to the petition that 
was not previously known to it. 

5. When the Governor approves a petition for a pardon with 
the advice of the Governor’s Council, all officers having possession 
and control of any record relating to the offenses for which the 
petitioner received the pardon shall seal all such records in 
accordance with G.L. c. 127, § 152. The Advisory Board’s report and 
recommendation shall be retained as a public record open to 
inspection at any reasonable time for a period of 10 years from the 
date that the original petition was filed with the Advisory Board. G.L. 
c.127, 5 154. 

6. In addition to the notice requirements set forth in G.L. c. 
127, § 154, prior to any public hearing by the Advisory Board on the 
petition: 

a. the Advisory Board shall notify the Secretary of 
Public Safety, the appropriate District Attorney and the Attorney 
General of the pending petition and the seheduiing of any 
clemency hearing; and 
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b. the Advisory Board shall make every reasonable 
attempt to notify the petitioner’s victim (as defined in G.L. c. 
2586, § I), the victim’s immediate family, and the victim’s 
survivors of the pending petition. This notification will be sent 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last know 
address of the victim, the victim’s immediate family, and the 
victim’s survivors. If such notification fails to result in a 
response, then the Advisory Board will attempt to notify such 
persons by personal contact. The Advisory Board shall, in this 
notification, solicit comments on the petitioner’s application for 
executive clemency and invite the victim, the victim’s immediate 
family, and/or the victim’s survivors to appear at the petitioner’s 
hearing. By prior arrangement with the Advisory Board, the 
victim, the victim’s immediate family, and/or the victim’s 
survivors may participate by video or teleconference, or by 
other available means. 

7. All petitioners must provide the Advisory Board and/or the 
Governor with any and all documents or other materials that the 
Advisory Board andlor the Governor may request to process the 
petition. A petitioner’s failure to honor such a request may result in 
the denial of relief. 

8. In cases where a petitioner has received a favorable 
recorrrmendation for executive clemency from the Advisory Board, the 
Governor may, as part of the exercise of his constitutional discretion, 
request a petitioner to undergo medical, forensic, psychological or 
psychiatric examinations under circumstances and in a setting to be 
established by the Governor. A petitioner’s failure to honor such a 
request may result in the denial of relief. 

9. The Governor expressly reserves the right to waive any 
and all of these non-statutory provisions in any case deemed woithy 
of special consideration due to extraordinary circumstances. 

I O .  All requests for a waiver of a guideline(s) shall be 
siibi-iiitted in writing io the Advisory Boaid with the petithi ai the time 
it is filed. The Advisory Board shall consider all such requests in the 
first instance. When the Advisory Board recommends both the 
granting of executive clemency and the request for a waiver of a 
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guideline(s), those recommendations shall be forwarded for the 
Governor’s consideration with a statement of reasons therefor. w DEVAL L. PATRICK 

GOVERNOR 
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. - 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

PARDON PETITION 

* 
DATE YEAR 

To HIS EXCELLENCY, THE GOVERNOR: 

1, 
(NAME O F  PETITIONER) 

ADDRESS 
(Street Address, City, State, Zip Code) 

DATE OF B l R T H  

HAVING BEEN CONVICTED O F  THE C R I M E  (S) OF 

FOR WHICH 1 WAS SENTENCED O N  

in t h e  Court 

To Serve .A Term Of 

-~ 

(IF NECESSARY, USE ADDITIONAL PAPER) 

DO HEREBY PETITION FOR i\ PARDON OF SAID C R I M E  (S), EITHER ABSOLUTE O R  UPON SUCH 
CONDITIONS A N D  LIMITATIONS AS M A Y  BE DEEMED PROPER. 

-RETURNTO: - 

GOVERZIOR’S EXECUTIVE CO~II\;CIL 
ROOM 184 

STATE HOUE 
BOSTON, M A  02 133 

I 



NOTICE: This form must be completed by all pardon petitioners. 

Applications must be typewritten or  clearly printed in ink. All 
questions must be answered. If the question does not apply, 
please indicate by answering N/A (not applicable). If the space 
provided is not sufficient for complete answers, or if you wish 
to furnish additional information, please use additional paper 
and number your answers to correspond with the questions. 

THIS SPACE IS 
FOR AGENCY Date of Hearing 
USE ONLY Vote 

Date Petition Received 

Report to Governor 
Pardon 

I. PERSONAL DATA 

Other Name (s) (if any) 

Present Address 
(Street Number, Street Name) 

(City, State, Zip) 

Permanent Address (if different from above) 
(Street Number, Street Name) 

(City, State, Zip) 

Date of Birth Place of Birth 

Social Security Number I I Sex: Male Female 

Parent's Sanies 
(hlo t her) (hIothcr's Maiden Name) 

(Father) 

Home Telephone ## ( 1 

? 



Please List Previous Addresses For The Past Five Years: 

(1) 
(Street Number, Street Name) 

(City, State, Zip) 

(2) 
(Street Number, Street Name) 

(City, State, Zip) 

(3) 
(Street Number, Street Name) 

(City, State, Zip) 

Marital Status: Single Married Divorced Separated 

Date and Place of Present Marriage 

Your Maiden Name (If Female) 

Children Ages 

11. EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Highest Grade Completed 

Name of School 

Type of Degree 

Location of School 
(City, Town, State) 



111. MILITARY SERVICE 

Branch of Service 

Serial Number 

Dates of Active Duty From: To: 

Types of Discharge 

IV. EMPLOYMENT 

Present Place of Employment 
(Name of Employer) 

(Street Number and Name) 

(City, State, Zip) (Telephone Number) 

Length of Time 

Type of Employment 

Previous Employment (Please list employer’s name, address and dates of 
employment for the last ten years.) 



V. PARDON INFORMATION 

1. Please describe EACH arrest and conviction for which a pardon is sought and give 
the following information: Location of offense, arresting department, 
circumstances of arrest, name and location of court and disposition of the case by 
the court, (If necessary, use additional paper.) 

2. If a crime, for which you are seeking a pardon, involved a violation of bail, 
probation or parole conditions, please indicate which offense listed above involved 
the violation and describe the circumstances of such violations. (If necessary, use 
additional paper.) 

3. Have you ever been arrested by federal authorities or any other state or  local 
authority, other than Massachusetts? 

If  the answer to the aboye question is "YES," please list every such arrest and give 
the following information for each arrest: date of arrest, specific charge(s), location 
of offense, arresting department, the name and location of the court and the 
disposition. (If necessary, use additional paper.) 



4. Has your probation or parole supervision been terminated prior to this date? 

5. To the best of your knowledge, are you eligible for relief under the sealing 
statute, Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 276, section IOOA? (Refer to 
Governors’ Guidelines for summary of statute.) 

6. Please explain why you are seeking a pardon. Be specific in addressing your 
compelling need. (Tf necessary, use additional paper.) 

7. Have you met the time requirements outlined in Paragraph 1. a. of the 
Governor’s Pardon Guidelines? 

If not, please state the reasons for which you are requesting that the Governor waive these 
time requirements. (If necessary, use additional paper.) 

VI. FIRE.ARILIS PERhIIT 

1. Federal and State luw prohibits you from obtaining a firearms permit where the 
pardon specifically prohibits you from carrying, transporting, possessing, and/or 
receiving firearms. Are you requesting authorization to possess a firearm? 

( ITS)  ( S O )  
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2. If the answer to the preceding question is “YES,” have you included with your 
petition a letter from the Chief of Police of your city or  town indicating that he or  
she would approve your application for a gun permit? 

VII. COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENTS 

Petitioner must demonstrate a substantial period of good citizenship since conviction. 
Good citizenship shall mean both incident free behavior (but dispositions which are not 
exculpatory, such as, continuances without a finding, filings, or no-contest pleas, may not 
be considered incident free behavior) and specific achievements. Please indicate examples 
of stable and constructive conduct and specific achievements. (If necessary, use additional 
paper.) 

VIII. REFERENCES 

Have you included with your pardon application at least three (3) letters of 
recommendation from persons other than you or your family attesting to your good 
character and reputation? 

Please list the names and addresses of the individuals who are writing letters of 
recommendation on your behalf. 

(Name) (Address) (Relationship) 

(Name) (Address) (Relationship) 

(Pi 3 me) (Address) (Relationship) 



PLEASE NOTE 

1. If you retain an attorney, a duplicate of the registration filed by your counsel, or  
other representative with the Secretary of State pursuant to Massachusetts General 
laws, Chapter 127, Section 167 must accompany this petition. 

2. MI information presented in sections I through VI11 of this application must be 
completed and mailed with your petition to the: 

Governor’s Erecu tive Council 
Room 184 

State House 
Boston, MA 02133 

3. A letter from a person other than yourself or a family mernuer, should be included 
with your pardon application verifying your compelling and specific need and 
period of good citizenship. 

It is also your obligation to provide written verification of your specific compelling 
need, such as a letter of verification from an employer and/or licensing authority, or  
a letter of rejection from an employer or licensing authority which indicates that 
you would not be hired and/or licensed unless you have been pardoned. 

4. 

The informaiion provided in this petition is true to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature of Petitioner Date 
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The Cornrnonweal'th of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Public Records Division 

DATE: 

NAME OF PETITIONER: 
Fkax + or print 

In conformity with the provisions of General Law, Chapter 127, Section 167. I hereby ceniFy 

that I am acting for the person above named with the written consent of the applicant in connection 

with a petition for 
(/,rrcrf m e  affhr/ollowrii~ Pnrdoir. Pa&. Rapirc or Commutation ~ ~ i r c i i c c .  ) 

1 furthcr certify that none of the provisions of Section 166 of said Chapter has been violated and 

that I have not received, nor haw I been promised, and 1 do not expect to receive nor to bc promised, any 

money or other reward for so acting except fees for legal services in the amount of 

dollars. These services are to be rendered in preparation for hearings and in the conduct of hearings before 

the Parole Board or other duly constituted tribunals of the Commonwealth. 

This statement is made under the penalties of perjury. 

Siguaturr 

Print or type brlow 

NAVE ADDRESS 

One .4shburton Place. 17th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02 108 (G 17) 727-2832 



Chapter 127: Section 166 Payment or receipt of money for obtaining pardon, parole, 
commutation of or respite from sentence 

Section 166. No person shall, in the attempt to procure, or for the procurement of, any pardon, 
parole, commutation of or respite fiom sentence of a prisoner then confined in, or at liberty after 
having been confined in, any of the penal institutions of this commonwealth, or then under 
sentence to serve a term of imprisonment in any of said institutions, knowingly pay or offer to 
pay, or solicit, offer to receive or receive, either by way of gift or of reward or of compensation 
for services, or otherwise, except for proper legal services, any money or other thing of value, or 
shall transmit the same from one person to another; nor in such attempt or for such procurement 
shall any person make, or offer or promise to make, or to procure or induce the making of, any 
appointment to any position, whether or not in the public service. 

Chapter 127: Section 167 Persons representing applicants for pardons, parole or 
commutation of sentence; statements 

Section 167. No person shall represent or purport to represent any prisoner then confined in, or at 
liberty after having been confined in, any of the penal institutions of this commonwealth or then 
under sentence to serve a term of imprisonment in any of said institutions, in the attempt to 
procure or for the procurement of any pardon, parole, commutation of or respite from sentence. 
unless such person shall first have filed in the office of the state secretary a written statement 
signed by him and made under the penalties of perjury, stating in substance that none of the 
provisions of section one hundred and sixty-six has been violated, that such person is acting with 
the written consent of the prisoner, and that such person has not received or been promised. and 
does not expect to receive or to be promised, any money or other reward for so acting, except 
fees or other reward for legal services, the amount of which fees or other reward and a detailed 
description of which services shall be set forth in such statement. If any person receives any 
additional fee or other reward for legal services different from that disclosed in the statement 
referred to in this section, such person shall forthwith file in the same form and manner as the 
original statement an additional statement setting forth the amount of such additional fees or the 
exact nature and extent of such reward, with a detailed description of the legal services rendered 
for such fee or reward. Said statements shall be kept as permanent records in the office of the 
state secretary and shall be open to public inspection at any reasonable time. 

Chapter 127: Section 168 Violation of sections 166 and 167 

Section 168. Whoever violates any provision of section one hundred and sixty-six or one 
hundred and sixty-seven shall be punished by a fine of not more than five thousand dollars or by 
imprisonment for not more than two years, or both. 

Chapter 127: Section 169 Copy of sections 166 to 169; printing on petition for pardon 
forms 

Section 169. A copy of sections one hundred and sixty-six to one hundred and sixty-nine, 
inclusive, shall be printed on the form of any petition for pardon. parole, commutation of or 
respite fiom sentence, but shall not be deemed a part of such petition. 



DevnI L. Pntrick 
Gownior 

Timothy P. blurray 
Lieutennnt Governor 

Kevin bl. Burke 
Secretary 

The CommonweaCth o f  Massachusetts 
Executive Of ice  of Pu66ic Safety 
ADVISORY BOARD OF PARDONS 

12 Xercer Road 
!Nutick Massachusetts 01 760 

Tebphone # (508) 650-4500 
FacSimih # (508) 650-4599 

I1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT RELEASE FORM /I 

Rliiureen E. 1Vnlsh 
Clwrrnurii 

Donald V. Ciancioppo 
Erenrmr Director 

I. 

currently residing at  

acknowledge that thc Advisory Hoard of Pardons will authenticate information. documents, and 

records provided ns part of my petition for esccutive clcmcncy and during this proccss. I 

acknowledge that I may be subject to prosecution for pcrjury if I lcnowingly provide falsc 

information to thc Board with rcspcct to my pctidon for executive clemency or during any aspect of 

the this process. 

(I’m/ Gam dpmwrt) (Dac 4b:tib) ( S ~ w l  ullrrrh wwbrr) 

(G*lpC/t &RSS o/ ,npnd nd.8 n) 

I undcrstand that: 

6 I must sign a rclcasc of information form provided by the Advisory Board of Pardons for thc 
kccpcr-of-records for each entity holding the information prcscntcd for consideration: 
A rcprcscntativc of the Advisory Board will contact all character rcfcrcnccs: and 
I am rcsponsiblc for all costs associated with obtaining such authcntication. 

6 

6 

* * * 

I further state that thc information containcd in my petition for executive clcmcncy and any 

documents attachcd arc tiuc and accuratc. 

Signcd under tlic pains and penalties of perjiq this - day of ,2007. 

Signaturc of Pctitioiicr 
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ll (1 AUTHORIZATION FORM 

hlrureen E. LValsh 
c/IOf?mOfJ 

Donald V. Giancioppo 
Evecurwe Dwecror 

Pnd mf D~tr 4 R 1 d  iard hmnh iYuid.vi 
1, 

Hereby authorize thc Comnussioiier of Probation to open my scaled rccord for tlic sole purpose of 

cnabling thc Advisory Board of Pardoris to process my petition for csccutivc clcmcncy. I 

understand that rny pctitions for csecutive clemency will b a public record for n period of (10) ccn 

years from the date of thc origrnal petition filed nith the Advisory Board of I’ardons. 

Signature of Petitioner Date 



HELEASE OF INFORMATION 

Currently residmg at  

Please check all that ~ D D ~ V :  

( G + r r  &r $ o m r r  ndidr*u) 

0 

0 

0 

Hereby authorize the National PerSOMel Records Center. or any othcr custodian of my 

d t a r y  service rccord, to tclcasc to the hlassachusetts Parole Board, acting in its capacity as 

die Advisory Board of Pardons, a copy of my Form DD214 and any othcr documents related 

to my character and dischargc from my rmlitary sen-icc rccord. 

Hcrcby authorize any representative of the iLlassachusetts Parole Board and Advisory Board of 

Pardons bearing a copy of this release to obtain any information in your filcs pertaining to my 

employment, cducational rccords including. but not limited to academic. achievcmcnt, personal 

hstory, dsc iphary  and crcdtt rccords and I direct you to rclcasc copies of such information 

upon request to the bearcr. 

Hereby authorizc physicians, clinics, hospitals and other medical personncl to furnish copies of 

my mcdical rccords or other information concerning my medcal hstory as rcqucsted by thc 

Massachusetts Parolc Board acting as the Advisor). Board of Pardons. 

I understand thesc documcnts \\ill bc sent dircctly to thc Advisory Board of Pardons to be 

considered with my petition for esecutive clemency. 

Signarurc of Pctitioncr Date 


