Commonwealth of Massachusetts

DEPARTMENT oF HOUSING &
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

S Mitt Romney, Governor 4 Kerry Heeley, Lt. Governor 4 Jane Wallis Gumble, Director
Public Housing Notice 2004-04
MEMORANDUM
TO: All LW@; Authorities
FROM: Carole B/ Collins, Director, Bureau of Housing Management
RE: Amended Definition of Veteran
DATE: August 25, 2004
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Enclosed please find a copy of ¢. 116 of the Acts of 2004 amending clause Forty-third of chapter 4,
section 7. MGL c. 121B provides that any person who is a veteran as defined in clause Forty-third of
section seven of chapter four is a veteran under ¢. 121B. The amended definition is effective August 30,
2004 and applies to both local housing authority applicants and tenants.

Also enclosed is a chart that summarizes each of the categories of veteran according to the amended -

definition. You will note that the definition now includes persons having served not only during wartime

hut those having served during peacetime. Additionally certain National Guard service, US Coast Guard
— rvice, and American Merchant Marine service is included.
In order to apply this amended definition properly to applicants, LHAs will need to conduct an application
update. Each pending family applicant not currently receiving veteran preference should be contacted and
provided the opportunity to apply for veteran preference. Local resident c. 667 applicants also not currently
receiving veteran preference should be contacted as well. Applicants should be provided a reasonable period
of time to apply for veteran preference. (We suggest 3 weeks.) All applicant requests received by the
authority by its established due date will be reviewed and if found to be a veteran under the amended
definition receive veteran preference effective August 30, 2004. New control numbers should be assigned to
reflect the new preference. Assignment of new control numbers should be in an order which corresponds to
the order of applicants’ original control number. Responses received after the due date established by the
authority will be processed with new control numbers assigned based on the date of return. We have
provided a form for your use when updating applicant information,

You should note that the definition of veteran includes the veteran’ s spouse, surviving spouse or other
dependent.

DHCD’ 's Universal Application will be revised effective August 30, 2004 to allow for all veterans to
apply for veteran preference.

't you have any questions, please contact your housing management specialist.

S

www.mass. gov/dhcd
617.573.1100

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 300
Boston, Massachusetts 02114
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In the reasr Mo Thousand and  Four
AN ACT RELATIVE 10 THE DEFINTTION OF A VETERAN.

Be it enacted by the. Aenate apd House of Representatives in Ganeral Cou¥
assembled, and by the authority of t?;e sume, af rollows:

i SECTION 1. Q(lause Forty-third ac section 7 of cRapter 4 of the Gencrml
Laws, ,as)lappearing in the 2002 Offieial Bdition, is hereby amenged by striking
our the*:r:‘zez:.i.niciun of "Veteran® and insarring in plass Phercof the {ollowing
defmitmm - 7

VeLaran®  shall mean_(l) any psrson, [(a) whose lase dischargs or szlonge
from his wartims sorvice as detipsd harein, was under hom)mblel conditions and
who (b} served in the A¥DY, ndvy, marine corpR, ¢opge guard, or air force of
the Uniced Seates, o on Full cimg sabional guard ducy wader tirles 10 or 32
of the Onitad Stares Code or under cactiong 3§, 40 and 12 of thapter 33 for
not  lass chan 96 days s¢tive sorvice, at leaec % day of which waz for warcime
térvice; provided, however, thal fny peruom who £o served in wartime and wag
avardad a servict-connected disability or s Puiple Hoar:, or whe died in such
sexvice under conditione ethex chan Wishonorable, chall bo dremed o be a vep-
eran notwithsranding his failuxe co vomplate 90 days of active service: (2) a
merber of the American Merchest Murine vho served in ameed copfliet bécwaen
Pecembor 7, 1941 and December 31, 2946, and who bas received honorable dig-
chax;gcs from che United States  Cosst Guard, Army, or Navy: {3) any porson
tr) whose luse discharge from acrive 2exvice wos under honorahla cmdix:ioné.
and w];o‘ (b} served in the army. navy, mapine cofpz. coasr guard, or air force
of the Dhited States for nor lesa Chan 1gg days active gervica: providad, how-
BVED, Chat any person who so mexved and wag twarded a3 servics-conntored  dige
a.bilit}r‘ ©or who died in such gervice ynder conditions other than dishensrahle,
ehall pe deemed to be A vereran netwithstanding his failuze to complene
180 days of active marvice.

SLCIION 2, Nerwithewanding any gencral o apaaidl law ko Ehe conkrary, oe

banefics provided to a veteran purduant rna chapter 115 of tha Gemeval Laws o
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any othar banelits oz prorided ‘to the vateran by che commonvealch shal]l be re-

dueed oy wxtingwizhed in crder va affsctushy chis act,
.

House 0f Rapresenvat:ves, IMiry ﬂ . 20{a,
Passed to be enacted, .@Ed_. Mm . Speaksr

In Senata, Mayo??‘, 200"&.

Pageed o be enactad,

/%7 2'j . 2004,
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Goverhor.
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DEFINITION OF MASSACHUSETTS VETERAN
M.G.L. c. 4, sec. 7, cl. 43™ as amended by the Acts of 2004
Effective August 30, 2004

ERA of Service DATES Requirement for
Veteran Status
WWI 6-Apr-1917 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of which js
11-Nov-1918 during “wartime” and a last discharge or release under”
honorable conditions.
12-Nov-1918 180 days of regular active duty service and a last
PEACETIME
15-Sep-1940 discharge or release under honorable conditions.
WWII 16-Sep-1940 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of which is

M h M 1 L d - - H 14 H (1) H
bip:;;ﬂ?i;:)c:_]u;ii‘?;}ioj;h 31-Dec-1946 during “wartime” and & last discharge or release under
31-Dec-1946) honorable conditions.
1-Jan-1947 180 days of regular active duty service and a last
PEACETIME
24-Jun-1950 discharge or release under honorabie conditions.
KOREA, 25-Jun-1950 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of which is
31-Jan-1955 during “wartime” and a last discharge or release under
honorable conditions.
PEACETIME 1-Feb-1955 180 days of regular active duty service and a last
4-Aug-1964 discharge or release under honerable conditions.
VIETNAM 5-Aug-1964 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of which is
7-May-1975 during “wartime” and a last discharge or release under
honorable ¢onditions.
PEACETIME 8-May-1975 180 days of regular active duty service and a last
1-Aug-1990 discharge or release under honorable conditions.
Lebanon Campajgn* 25-Aug-1982 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of
(to be determined later) which is during “wartime” and 2 last discharge
or release under honorable conditions.
Grenada Campaign * 25-Oct-1983 90 days of active duty service, one (1} day of
15-Dec-1983 which is during “wartime” and a last discharge
or release under honorable conditions.
Panama Campaign * 20-Dec-1989 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of
31-Jan-1950 which is during “wartime™ and 2 last discharge
or release under honorable conditions.
2-Aug-1990 90 days of active duty service, one (1) day of which is

PERSIAN GULF
(to be determined later)

during “wartime” and a last discharge or release under
honorable conditions.

* Naval and Marine DI}2 14 must indicate Expeditionary Medal. All DD214°s must specify campaign: Lebanon, Granada, or Panama.

* For GUARD MEMBERS to qualify they must have 180 days and have been activated under Title 10 of the U.8. Code
~OR- Members who were activated under Title 10 or Title 32 of the U.S. Code or Massachusetts General Laws, chapter
33, sections 38, 40, and 41 must have 90 days, at least one of which was during wartime, per the above chart,

* For RESERVISTS to qualify, they must have been called to reguiar active duty, at which point their eligibility can be

determined by the above chart.

Training Duty Exception: Active duty service in the armed forces sha!l not include active duty for training in the Army or
Air National Guard or active duty for training as a Reservist in the Armed Forces of the United States.

Minimum Service Exception (for Death or Disability)

It is not necessary that an applicant have completed the minimum service for wartime or peacetime campaign if he/she
served some time in the campaign and was awarded the Purple Heart, or suffered a service-connected disability, or died

in the service under honorable conditions.

Revised 7/6/04
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THIS BOX IS FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date of Receipt:
Time of Receipt:
Control Number:
Priority Category:
Preference Category:

Application Update for Veteran’s Preference

1.

Name of Applicant: Control Number:
Address of Current Residence: | Apt. No.:
City/Town: State: Zip Code:
Mailing Address: Apt. No.:

Home TeIephone.: () Work Telephone ( )

2. Veteran’s Preference:

a. (Only for Family Housing) You may apply for Veteran’s Preference if you are a
Veteran, the spouse, surviving spouse, dependent parent or child or divorced
spouse with a dependent child of a Veteran.

b. (Only for Elderly/Handicapped Housing) You may apply for Veteran’s
Preference if you are a Veteran who resides in this City or Town.

If you wish to apply for Veteran’s Preference, list the dates of U.S. Military service.
Include service dates for service in the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, -
Air Force or National Guard.

Service Dates: From , to ,

A copy of the Veteran’s Department of Defense Form DD214 must be submitted
with this application.

SIGNED UNDER THE PAINS AND PENALTIES OF PERJURY. I understand
that a photocopy of this application and a photocopy of this signature is as valid
as the original.

Applicant’s signature: Date:

Reviewer’s signature: Date;




