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The Appellant in this Fair Hearing was CM (hereinafter "CM" or "Appellant''). The 
Appellant appealed the Department of Children and Families' (hereinafter "DCF" or "the 
Department") decision to support an allegation of neglect pursuant to MGL c. 119, 
§§51A andB.

Procedural History 

On January 18,_20'17, the Department of Children and Families received a 5 lA report 
from a mandated reporter alleging the neglect ofT and Ta (hereinafter "T' or "Ta" or 
"the children") by their mother, CM. An emergency response pursuant to MGL c.119 
§51B -was condtttted. 'On' January 25, 2017, the Department made the decision to support
the allegations of neglect of T and Ta by the Appellant. The Department notified the
Appellant cif its decision and her right to appeal.

The Appellant made a timely request for a Fair Hearing under 110 CMR 10.06. The· 
hearing was initially scheduled for May 9, 2017 at the Department's New Bedford Area 
Office in New Bedford, Massachusetts. However, per the request of the Appellant it was 
rescheduled and held on September 12, 2017. All parties were sworn in to testify under . 
oath. The record was closed at the end of the hearing. 

The following persons appeared at the Fair Hearing: 
Jorge F. Ferreira Fair Hearing Officer -
·cM Appellant 
JF · DCF Response Worker 


















