
Louisiana became the first state

to require students to complete

the FAFSA in 2018. In 2019 and

2020 Louisiana was the number

one state in the nation for the

number of higher school seniors

that competed the FAFSA

(National FAFSA Tracker.)

Louisiana saw a 25 percent

increase in students filling out

the FAFSA after signing this bill

into law; more than 77 percent of

high schoolers completed the

FAFSA in 2020 (Louisiana

Department of Higher

Education.) 

For many students, the high price tag of

college is a barrier to enrollment and/or

completion. The pandemic and recession

have exacerbated the challenges students

face when paying for college. The most

effective way for a student to decrease the

cost of tuition is to complete the FAFSA.

Students that do not fill out the FAFSA

are not offered federal aid for college,

thus increasing the amount of debt they

may take on and decreasing the

likelihood that they will attend college. 

What Our

Bill Accomplishes:

An Act to Facilitate Student

Assistance (The FAFSA Act) 

Nationwide, FAFSA completion rates

have fallen dramatically. To receive

federal aid for college tuition, high

school students must fill out the

FAFSA. Federal financial assistance

makes college accessible for many

prospective students. Currently there

is no statute in Massachusetts that

requires students to complete the

FAFSA before graduation. 
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• Requires high school students to

complete and submit the FAFSA

before they graduate. 

• Allows parents to exempt their

students from completing the

FAFSA

• Allows students 18 and older to

exempt themselves from

completing the FAFSA

• Allows students who may not

have elected to submit the FAFSA

previously see all possible

options for after graduation. 

Completing the FAFSA can be daunting

process which may deter students and

their families from filing. Estimates

have shown that one third of students

that do not complete the FAFSA would

have been eligible for a Pell Grant. By

requiring students to fill out the FAFSA

and providing the support needed to

ease the process, more students are

offered financial aid, therefore

increasing the likelihood that that will

attend college and decrease the amount

of debt accrued by doing so. 


