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   June 20, 2018
TO:
DES Staff
FR:
Frank Joyce, RN, Senior Director

BY:
Sherry J. Campanelli, Program Compliance Manager
RE:
Defining the Roles of Various Medical Professionals in the Consultative Examination Process 
Purpose:
This procedural standard defines the roles of various medical professionals who are qualified to conduct consultative examinations (CE).
Background:
MassHealth: Effective March 27, 2017, the Social Security Administration (SSA) revised the rules about acceptable medical sources (AMS) by including licensed Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRNs); licensed Physician Assistants (PAs); and licensed audiologists.  Title 20 of the Code of Federal Regulations 416.902(a) defines AMS for Title XVI
 and therefore for MassHealth disability determination.  All acceptable medical sources for Title XVI/MassHealth are qualified to conduct consultative examinations according to the rules that govern those programs.

Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA):  DTA regulations at 106 CMR 701.600 (H) dated 3/9/2018 define a competent medical authority (CMA) as “a physician, physician’s assistant, osteopath, nurse practitioner
, or psychologist licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts…or, for the limited purpose of diagnosing pregnancy and pregnancy-related incapacity, a nurse-midwife who meets the educational and certification requirements mandated by state law and/or regulations.”   In addition, 106 CMR 203.530 C. (2) (b) 2. requires that, for Transitional Aid to Families with Dependent Children (TAFDC) applicants, DES arrange consultative examinations with a CMA, as it is defined in 106 CMR 701.600. 
Licensed physicians, physician assistants, osteopaths, nurse practitioners, and psychologists operating within the scope of their license, also meet the SSA definition of AMS. 
Policy:
DES policy for selection of CE providers supports MassHealth disability case review and consolidated case review for DTA applicants as follows:
· According to both MassHealth/Title XVI and DTA regulations, licensed physicians (MD), physician assistants, osteopaths (DO), psychologists (PhD, PsyD, EdD) and advanced practice registered nurses (APRN)/nurse practitioners, who are licensed in Massachusetts, are all qualified to perform CEs independently within their licensed scope of practice.
· Licensed independent clinical social workers (LICSW), licensed in Massachusetts and working under the supervision of a doctoral-level clinician, may be contracted to provide CEs within their licensed scope of practice.
· All CE providers and doctoral-level supervisors of licensed independent clinical social workers (LICSW) must be credentialed by DES prior to having any CE appointments scheduled and performing any CEs.

Procedures:
Consultative examinations may be scheduled by DES with a credentialed, contracted physician, physician assistant, osteopath, psychologist, or an advanced practice registered nurse/nurse practitioner without requirement of supervision or co-signature.  However, these specialists must sign the CE report and attest to their credentials by also submitting a completed signed DES Attestation Form with each report.
Consultative examinations may be scheduled by DES with contracted LICSWs, if they are supervised by a doctoral level clinician and working within the scope of their practice.   LICSWs must sign the CE report and a completed DES Attestation Form.  In addition, LICSWs must obtain a review and sign-off of the report by their supervising doctoral-level clinician.  
All providers must sign their CE reports.  All providers are required to attest that: 1) he or she has a contract with the University of Massachusetts Medical School’s Disability Evaluation Services to perform consultative evaluations; 2) he or she is a licensed professional and maintains all requirements applicable to the license; 3) he or she has not been excluded from contracting with the federal government; and 4) he or she does not have a criminal offender record.  This requirement is met by the provider’s signature on the DES Attestation Form.  
Summary: 
Medical professionals, licensed in Massachusetts, who meet the requirements to be considered both an acceptable medical source and a competent medical authority, may be authorized to perform consultative examinations independently within the scope of their license and, as appropriate, to evaluate the individual client’s impairment(s).  Physicians, physician assistants, osteopaths, psychologists and advanced practice registered nurses meet both definitions.
LICSWs who are licensed in Massachusetts working within the scope or their license and supervised by a doctoral level clinician may be authorized to perform consultative examinations, provided that they obtain in writing sign-off by their supervising doctoral level clinician and they attest in writing to having obtained the review and sign-off. 
�   “…Nurse Practitioner also includes the following titles: Advanced Practice Psychiatric Nurse (MS APRN) or a Psychiatric Nurse Mental Health Clinical Specialist.”  See Department of Transitional Assistance Field Operations Memo 2009-6 A dated July 7, 2009.
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Revision #2.  Supersedes PS 99-4 “Role of Nurse Practitioners, Physician Assistants and LCSW/LICSW in the Consultative Examination Process” dated March 10, 1999 and PS 99-4 “Defining the Roles of Various Medical Professionals in the Consultative Examination Process” dated November 9, 2017

