MassHealth Changes Effective July 1, 2006
Restoration of dental & other optional benefits for adults and new smoking cessation services
 Effective July 1, 2006 adults on MassHealth will once again have access to dental services and dentures and other optional benefits that were cut in 2002 and 2003. Also, MassHealth members will have access to a new set of services to help people quit smoking. Attached is a copy of the member notice mailed to all current beneficiaries telling them about these new benefits. A Spanish language notice & a notice to providers are posted on the MassHealth website along with more detailed changes to provider manuals. A notice of emergency regulations/proposed regulations should also be imminent.
Expanded eligibility for uninsured children in families with income under 300% of poverty ($49,800 for a family of three)
Uninsured children and youth under age 19 with income between 200% and 300% of the poverty level will be eligible for Family Assistance Purchased Coverage or Premium Assistance. Approximately 9000 eligible children now receiving only CMSP will receive a notice automatically upgrading their benefits to Family Assistance. Attached is a copy of the rulemaking notice. These changes took effect as emergency rules on July 1, 2006, people can submit comments on the proposed final rules by July 22, 2006.
Delay in eliminating MassHealth Essential waiting list for long term unemployed adults.

MassHealth is maintaining MassHealth Essential enrollment at the federally approved cap of 44,000 people pending CMS approval of the state’s request to raise the cap to 60,000. 

New federal requirement that US citizens must verify citizenship.

A new federal law requires that US citizens must verify citizenship. This rule change does not affect non-citizens; they remain eligible for MassHealth if they can document an eligible immigration status. The federal agency (CMS) issued guidance to the states in mid-June about how to verify citizenship. Many questions remain about the federal guidance; a national class action lawsuit was filed in Chicago this week challenging the legality of the CMS guidance. A press release on the lawsuit is attached. Meanwhile MassHealth is changing its procedures to comply with its understanding of the new law. Within the next few days & weeks: 
· Temporary stickers advising of new requirement will be added to paper application forms

· Information on additional verification will be added to VG screens

· A summary of new requirements (attached) will be posted on the MassHealth website & sent to VG providers & other outreach sites

· Emergency/proposed rules will be filed.

New asset/transfer of asset rules for long term nursing home care.

A new federal law changed the rules regarding assets and transfer of asset penalties for people applying for Medicaid to pay for long term nursing home care. The notice of emergency rules/proposed rules was filed on July 1, 2006 but states that it takes effect earlier; it is posted on the MassHealth website. A public hearing is scheduled for July 25, 2006.
MORE DETAILED INFORMATION COMING

MLRI will be preparing a more detailed analysis of the proposed rules in the near future.  And stay tuned for an update on the fiscal year 2007 budget. The conference report came out today- June 30, 2006.

Also, the July MassHealth Technical Forum will be reviewing the health care reform and citizenship verification changes. For information on how to sign up go to www.masshealthmtf.org

July 2006 MTF Meeting Dates and Locations- All meetings are held 9AM-1PM:

Southeast:  July 12, Taunton Holiday Inn 
Western:    July 14, Holyoke Holiday Inn
North:        July 20, Stevens Estate at Osgood Hill, North Andover 
Boston:      July 25, The Café Function Room, One Ashburton Place
Central:      July 28, Hoagland Pincus Conference Center, Shrewsbury 

