Elder Legislation 2005

An Act to Hold Prescription Advantage and Medicaid Enrollees Harmless Under the Implementation of the Medicare Part D Program

H.D. 3773 (Cabral), S.D. 1136 (Montigny)


This bill would ensure that individuals eligible for Medicare Part D receive a level of 

“wrap-around” coverage equal to that of the Prescription Advantage Program

An Act to Restore MassHealth for Elderly and Disabled Immigrants 

H.D. 2339 (Jehlen), S.D. 1138 (Montigny)


This bill would restore MassHealth benefits for elderly and disabled immigrants who do

not qualify for federally reimbursed Medicaid

An Act Establishing a Public Guardianship Commission


S.D. 608 (Creem)


This bill would establish a Public Guardianship Commission to act as guardian for

 individuals in need of such services

An Act Relative to the Uniform Probate Code 

H.D. 1489 (O’Flaherty, S.D. 1332 (Creedon)


This bill would streamline and improve guardianship procedures by adopting Title V of

the Uniform Probate Code
An Act to Increase the Personal Needs Allowance

H..D. 2207 (Paulsen), S.D. 1997 (Panagiotakos)

This bill would restore the Personal Needs Allowance of a MassHealth nursing home

 resident to its previous level, increasing from $60.00 per month to $72.80 per month, 

and would implement an annual cost-of-living increase

An Act to Ensure Safe Nursing Home Discharges

H.D. 2307 (Khan), S.D. 1153 (Montigny)


This bill would require a nursing home to identify a safe and secure discharge destination

before it could discharge a resident
An Act to Protect Assets of the Spouse of a Nursing Home Resident
H.D. 2629  (Smizik), S.D. 1150 (Montigny)


This bill would restore the level of assets retained by the spouse of a nursing home

resident to the maximum permitted under federal law

An Act to Prevent Harsh Asset Transfer Penalties


H.D. 3609 (Hynes), S.D. 1369 (Creedon)


This bill would prevent MassHealth from seeking a waiver of federal law to impose harsh

asset transfer penalties on nursing home residents

An Act to Preserve Assets of the Spouse of a Nursing Home Resident


H.D. 3687, (Petersen), S.D. 1148 (Montigny)


This bill would revise the calculation of a nursing home spouse’s income allowance to

allow her to keep more marital assets (“income first”)
An Act Relative to Long Term Care Insurance and MassHealth Estate Recovery


H.D. 730 (Teahan)


This bill would require MassHealth to allow nursing home residents to use long term care

insurance benefits on home care without losing the exemption from MassHealth estate

recovery given to owners of long-term care insurance

An Act to Implement a Program of Long Term Care Education


H.D. 1004 (Balser)


This bill would require the Executive Office of Elder Affairs to implement a program of 

public education about long term care, the options available to individuals, and how to

 plan for long term care needs

An Act to Reduce Unwanted Communications from Creditors to Protect the Peace and

Privacy of Residents 

H.D. 2324 (Jehlen)


This bill expands consumer protection from harassing telephone calls by collection 

agencies to include harassing telephone calls by creditors
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