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LNTRODUCTIQN 

Duriny the past decade, thousands of Asian immigrants have appeared in American state courts as 
civil and criminal litigants. Interpreters, who breach the language gap between judge and litigant, 
are required by law and fairness to interpret all Enghsh spoken in court into the immimt's 
language. However, while interpreters are held to the standard of interpreting legal terms 
accurately and completely, few bilingual legal resources exist. To begin to address the need for 
accurate bilingual equivalents for English legal terms, a proposal was submitted to the State 
Justice lnstitute for the development of basic bilingual legal glossaries in Cantonese, Laotian, 
Khmer (Cambodian), Korean, and Vietnamese. These languages are spoken by a large number of 
individuals living in a wide range of states 

This bilingual English-Laotian glossary is designed to be used as a working document'for English- 
Laotian court interpreters. Since.for the most part interpreters interpret English legal words into 
Laotian. the English terms are listed first. The body of the glossary consists of approximately 450 
words. which were selected as representatives of frequently used legal t m s  in state MUT~S. This 
list is  by no means exhaustive; C O U ~  interpreters use many other legal terms as well. 

Each word is translated into its equivalent in Laotian. The equivdent word or words given are, in 
the authors' opinions, the best interpretation of the English legal word. This word or short phase 
conveys the English word's meaning and are meant to be used by interpreters when serving in 
legal proceedings. 

In addition. some English words are defined in Englrsh because they have more than one Engllsh 
meaning. The English definitions, statements describing one or more meanings of the word, 
appear in parenthesis beside the English words. Readers are cautioned that many legal terms have 
alternate meanings. Interpreters must use great care to use the appropriate Laotian alternate 
equivalent for an alternate English meaning: Also, interpreters are cautioned that a handfut of 
legal words used regionally in some states appear in the glossary. If a word sounds quite 
unfamiliar, interpreters should check with other interpreters or attorneys. 

Some Laotian interpretations are followed by explanations in Laotian. These were added because 
the authors felt readers would benefit from brief descriptions of more unusual terms. At the end 
of  the glossary. a bibliography outlines resources used in creating the glossary, and also other 
resources which may be useful to interpreters. Every court interpreter should utilize several 
dictionaries. An essential part of the interpreter's job is to continuously look up word meanings in 
both languages. 

This glossary is meant to serve as a foundation for the development of individual bilingual legal 
c glossaries by Laotian interpreters . The words are widely spaced to allow for the inclusion of 
usage notes and other comments. Interpreters are strongly encouraged to elaborate on the 
definition (as opposed to the equivalent, which is the translation of each term, a definition is a 
statement of the meaning(s) of the word or phrase). of each word in Laotian and English, to make 



up a sentence using the term, and to include other pefiinent information. Binder paper can be 
added at the end of the glossary for the addition of other important legal terms For an excellent 
discussion of the development of an interpreter’s glossary, see Gonzalez, Vasquez, and 
Mikkelson. Fundamentals of Court interpretation, Carolina Academic Press 456 (1 991). 

This project was produced through the efforts of several people. The word list was compiled by 
Joanne Moore. J.D.. manager of the Washington State Court interpreters Certification Program, 
Ofice of the Administrator far the Courts, and by Gregg Miller, certified interpreter and 
interpreting educator in Los Angeles County, California. The Laotian equivalents were written by 
Edrnund Channita, Los Angeles County certified Laotian interpreter, Sue Novos& San Diego 
area Laotian interpreter. They were reviewed by Jeny Torgerson, Washington State certified 
Laotian interpreter, and Into Bo Champon, J.D., who practices law in the Sm Diego area. 

This glossary was developed though a grant from the State Justice Institute. Points of view 
expressed here in are those of the authors, and do not necessarily represent the official position or 
policies of the State Justice Institute. 

Every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of the translations and definitions contained 
herein Na express or implied guarantees or warnties are made, 



accessory 
(assistant in a crime) 

accomplice 

accusation 
(farmal writtencharge) 

muse 

acquit 

adjudicate 

adjudiatim 
(deciding case through judicial 
or administrative h m g )  

admissible 
(acceptable; e.g, , admissible 
evidence) 

I w * 
Thls word can be spelled twu ways, either $ o r  !. 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

advisement of rights 

affidavit of prejudice 
( s w m  statement alleging a 
potientd judge is biased) 

aid and abet 

all@on 
(party's statement of fact the 
partymtendstoprove) 

allege 
(asserted as a m e  fact) 

amend 
(bo mise a complaint or other 
legal dwument) 

4 

4 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

answer 
Fl7W3U (n.) (defendant's formal 

document setthg out defense) 

appeal (noun) 
(review of a case by a higher 
court) 

appearance in court 
(party's presence in colrrt) 

arbitration 

argument 
(debate befm the court) 

arraign 
(to fmllally advise defendant 
of the charges at an initial 
courtappearance) 

arraignment 

m t  
(law enforcement taking of 
suqxct into formal custody) 

assignee 

f747w31113u 
J 

Y 

7u 

1 Y 

* Thls word can be spelled two ways, either 2 or %. 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

attorney 

attorney of record 

authentiate 

bail 
(security given for the release 
of a defendant pending trial) 

bailbondsman 

bail forfeitm 

bench 
(judge [x court) 

t Y 

*TMS ward can be spelled two W ~ Y S ,  etther y or 



bias 

body attachment 

bond 
{certificate of debt redeemable 
if defendant fails to appear in 
Court) 

booking number 
(arrest regismtim number) 

breathalizer 

bribe (noun) 

brik ( v d )  

brief (n.) 
(written synopsis of case) 

burden of proof 

calendar, court 

capital punishment 

case 
(criminal or civil lawsuit) 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

4 

certification of the mth 

catifid 

chain of custody 

cMenge for cause 

chambers (judgeis office} 

4 

child suppxt 

circumstances, mitigating 

4 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

citation 
(official notice to appear in 
court, especially in traffic 
court> 

city attorney 

civil action 

claim (v.) 
( to insist u p )  

Clerk 
(court official) 

oollateral 
(property pledged to secure a 
debt (eg. bail)) 

Wmmit 
(to institutionalize) 

commit 
(to perpetrate a crime) 

commitment 
(consignment of person to 
mental hospital or a prison) 



English - b o  Legal Glossary 

competency 
(legal Capacity to stand trial or 
a witness) 

complaint 
(written statement initiating a 
criminal or civil action) 

comply 
(to act z1s m d e d  or directed) 

composite dmwing 

confession 

conflict of inmest 

canstitutional fight 

contempt of court 

umbolled substance 

4 

. 4  



convict (noun) 
(individual who has been 
found guilty and 
incarcemted) 

convict (v&) 
(to find a defendant guilty of a 
crime.) 

conviction 
(finding of guilt in a m h i n d  
-1 

counsel (v.) 
(to advise) 

counsel table 

count (noun) 
(numbered charge) 

cwnterclaim 

I Y 

This word can be spelled two ways, either or 9. 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

cow 

court appointed counsel 

courtinterpreter 

courtroom 

colrrt, district 

fedaal dislTici 

juvenile 

court, municipal 

coutt, night 

4 Y 

* Thls word can be spelled two ways, either 
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English -,Lao Legal Glossary 

court, supenor 

court, supreme 

US Supreme Court 

cow m f E c  

credibility 

crime 

criminal 

criminalrecord 

custody 
(mx and cmtrol of children) 

custody 
(inmaration) 

damages 
(repayment for loss or injwy] 

I Y 

* This word can be spelled two ways, either or %. 
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English - Lao Legal Glossary 

death row 

default judgment 

defendant 

defense 

defense attcwney 

delibesaton 
(ca~~ful consideration, e.g. of 
jury> 

deposition 
(d slatement given under 
o m  

detention 
(being retained in custody) 

I U 

* Thls word can be spelled two ways, either or  %a 

I 

I 
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English - Lao Legal Glossary 

discoVery 
(pretrial process to obtain 
facts h m  other side) 

disrni ss 

dismissal 
(with prejudice) 

dismissal 
(without prejudice) 

disposition 
(final outcome of a criminal 
c=> 

diswlution 
(termination of a marriage, 
p e r s h i p ,  etc) 

districtattorney DA 

diversion 
(order for c r i d  defendant 
to participnte in alternative 
program) 

d i V o r C e  

docket (n) 

domestic violence 

@e 13 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

double jeopardy 

due FSS 

enter a pia 

Page 14 
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English - Lao Ugal Glossary 

examination, cross 

examination, direct 

examination, m s s  

examination,rdkt 

exhibit 
(object submitted as evidence) 

exhibit, peopk's 

extradition 

eyewihess 

failure to comply 

fair hearing 

false impriwnment 

I 

I w 

This word can be spelled two ways, either 2 or 



English - b o  Legal Glossary 

felony 

field sobriety test 

file (noun) 

file (verb) 

financial nesponsibility 

find guilty (verb) 

finding 

fine 
jcourt-impwd monetary 
assessment) 

foreclosure 

forfeit 

L 



foster care 

fraud 

garnish 
(to issue process for purpose 
of attaching wages or money) 

good cause 

grounds (reasons} 

g uardjanship 

guilty 

habeas corpus 

handcuffs (noun) 

hearing 
(formal proceeding held 
before judge M adminismive 
law judge) 

I W 

*This word can be spelled two W C L ~ S ,  either o r  t. 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

holding cell 

immunity 
(exemption from a charge or 
WtY) 

impeachment of wihess 

inadmissible 

hdiment 

indigent 

n -  wonnumu 

- I -  



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

informant 

infraction 

injunction 

inmate 

innocent until p v e n  guilty 

invdgation 

jail 

join 
Icancur) 
(to become a participant in one 
sick of a lawsuit) 

nn 
9 

I Y 

* This word can be spelled two ways, either % o r  ;. 
me 19 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

judgment 

jurisdiction 

juror 

juror, alternate 

jury 

juveniIe 

‘toy 

I W 

* This word can be spelled two ways, elther or 5. 
Page 20 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

juvenile hall 

k i h p  

lawsuit 

leading question 

1- 

he-up (noun) 

1 Y 

This word can be spelled two ways, either ; o r  !a 
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English - Lao Legal Glossary 

litigaimn 

malice 
( m y  committing acrime 
which will harm mother) 

mental health 

mirandawarning 

midemanor 

mistrial 

modification 

motim 
(a petition for a ruling) 

motion denied 

I 

I U 

v 
This word can be spelled two ways, either w o r  c. 

Page 22 



motion granted 

mug shot 

negligence 

not guilty 

null and void 

Oath 

object (verb) 

objection 

objection overruled 

objection sustained 

offense 
(violation of law) 

English - Lao Legal Glossary 
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English - h o  Legal Glossaty 

petttion (n.) 
(formal written quest for an 
Order) 

plaintiff 

Plea 
(defendant's "guilty" OT "not 
guilty" answer to a criminal 
charge) 

plea bargain 

I Y 

* This word can be spelled two ways, either CY o r  %* 
v 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 

pleadings 
(documents filed in a case) 

postponement 

premptory challenge 

presumption of innocence 

pretrialconference 

priorableoffense 

Y 

Ktn 



priors 

prison 

privilege 
(immunity against compulsory 
disclosure, eg. privilege 
against self incrimination, 
attorney client @vilege, etc) 

probable cause 

probatiOIl 

prohation officer} 

(suspension of defendant's 
sentence under supervision of 

probation department 

probation Offlcer 

probation, formal 

probation, summary 

I Y 

* Thls wurd can be spelled two ways, either o r  !. 
page 27 



prosecution 

ptosecutor 

public defender (PD) 

reasonable doubt, beyond a 

rebuttal 

release of information 

remand 
(to send a person hack into 
custody) 
(to send a case back to a lower 
courtoradminisbative 
hearings off ice)  

4 

4 



English - Lao -a1 Glossary 

report (n.) 
{ f o n d  account of facts or 
information) 

respondent 

restitution 

rule 
(to decide) 

search and Seinae 

sentence (a) 
(court's punishment) 

sentence, concurrent 

I Y 

* This word C ~ R  be spelled two ways, either or 5. 
Page 29 



Enghsh - Lao Legal Glossary 
4 

sentence, consecutive 

sentence, suspended 

sentencing 

separation 

m e a  sentence 

settlement 

sheriff 

statement, closing 

statutory rape 

E;onn 1 

1 U 

w 
TMs word can be spelled two ways, either W o r  %. 

4 



stay (n.1 
(a delay ur Cessation) 
(v.) (to put off or block) 

stipulate 

straight time 

submit 
(present, e-g. present 
evidence to the court) 

subpoena 

sue 

suit 

sustain 

testimony 

time served 

bgl i sh  - Lao Legal Glossary 



m 

m c  citation 

transcript 

trial 

m, COtLtt I bench 

W jury 

unmnstitutid 

1 W 

v 
Thls word can be spslled two ways, efther W or  z. 
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English - Lao mal Glossary 

unlawful detainer 

vacate (v.) 
(to a n e l )  

verdict 

violation 

visitation 
(right of parent to visit with 
C h i l h )  

voir dire 

waive rights 

waive time 

waiver of rights 

I W 

* Thls word can be spelled two ways, elther 2 or 41;. 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 
4 

warrant 
(order; permit) 

wamnt, m s t  

warrant, bench 

. -  

witness (noun) 

wimess stand 

witness, defense 

I 

4 

I Y 

This word can be spelled two wiys, either $ o r  g. 



witness, expert 

witness, hostile 

witness, material 

witness, prosecution 

work furlough 

work relase 

WTit 

1 Y 

* Thfs word can be spelled two ways, either o r  q. 
Page 35 



9 

Csn 



English - Lao Legal Glossary 
C R I M E S  

child moles&tion 

cmspiracy 

contempt of mm 

Counterfeiting 

dimderly conduct 

disturbing the peace 

driving while intoxicated 

drunk driving 

emMemmt 

1 Y 

This word can be spelled two ways, elther q o r  $. 
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f o r g q  

gambIing 

glue sniffing 

grand theft 

hit and run 

homicide 

incest 

indecentexposure 

joyriding 

4 

Page 38 



1-Y 

lewd conduct 

libel 

madaughter, voluntary 

mayhem 

L Y 

* This word can be spelled two wayS, either IJU or %* 

fage 39 



oral copulation, forced 

perjury 

petty theft 

pimping 

possession of drugs (cocaine, 
hemin) 

prostitution 

rape 

rapeinconcert 

I W 

w 
This word can be spelled two ways, either w o r  t. 

. . ... .. . 



reckless driving 

robbery 

sexual molestation 

shoplifting 

slandex 

sodomy 

I W 

* This word can be spelled two w ~ y s ,  either ; or 5. 
Rtge 41 



vandalism 

English - Lao Legal Glossary 
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dictionaries. 
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